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Essay #2
Write an essay about 1500-2000 words (6-8 typewritten pages) long on ONE of the following topics.  Discuss only those works from the second part of the course (that is, after Reading Week).  Be sure to narrow your topic down to manageable scope (in other words, deal with a limited range of material), to organize your essay properly (including an introduction and conclusion), to cite references according to the MLA Handbook, and to proofread your essay for errors in grammar and style.  The use of secondary material is encouraged.  Be concrete and specific.  

Due:  Mar. 29    








Value: 35%

1.
Compare the way two authors treat popular media—television, film, etc.—in their

works. You might consider advertising, clichés, well-known programs, and so on. 


How do the authors portray such expressions of popular culture?

2.
To what extent does apocalyptic science fiction portray a reversal between 


marginalized communities or individuals and those normally considered central
or privileged? Discuss with reference to two texts.
3.
Analyze in detail the role of secondary characters in ONE text, showing what


they contribute to the text’s themes, characterization, and so on. Limit yourself


to only two such characters.
4.
Discuss the role of setting—wilderness, wasteland, city—in two texts, choosing

a narrow topic for your comparison. For example, you might write on buildings,


landscapes, vegetation, or indeed any aspect of the physical environment that 


might play a meaningful part in the texts.
5.
In classical dystopias like Nineteen Eighty-Four, governments are oppressive

and omnipresent. What are the governments like in post-apocalptic dystopias?


Discuss the political situation in detail in one text or compare a specific feature


of governments in two texts.
