From Romans to Romantics: The Impossible Lecture
Ancient Rome: Decline and Fall:


Persecution


Constantine (323-337)


Move to Byzantium/Constantinople (330)


Eastern and Western Empires (395)


The Sack of Rome (410)


The End of the Roman Empire (476)

The Bible:


The Early Scriptures 


The Septuagint (Greek) (3rd Century BC)


Beth Hamidrash in Jamnia and Rabbi Akiva (1st Century AD)


Eusebius and Iranaeus of Lyon (2nd Century AD)


Early Christianity:


The Monastic Tradition: Egypt and Beyond



Councils: Nicaea (325); Ephesus (431)



Schisms: Orthodox and Roman Catholic (1054)
The Middle Ages:

Millenarianism

The Rise of the Universities

Trade: East and West

Mathematics and Navigation: The Arabic and Indian Heritage

The Renaissance:

“Exploration”: Economic and Religious Motives

Science and the Middle East

The Reformation

Humanism and Classicism


Proto-Science



Alchemy and Astrology


The Spiritual Basis and Purpose

The Scientific Method


Empiricism


Observation and Reason


New Discoveries


The Newtonian Universe
The Enlightenment

The Triumph of Reason

Deism and Natural Theology

Alexander Pope, The Dunciad
The Romantic Reaction

Individualism


The Age of Sensibility

The Sublime and the Beautiful

Gothic Literature

Romanticism: Nature and the Imagination

Lord Byron, “Darkness”


Edgar Allan Poe, “The Conversation of Eiros and Charmion”

