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Apocalyptic Science Fiction


Essay #1
Write an essay about 1000-1500 words (4-6 typewritten pages) long on ONE of the following topics.  Deal only with the works from the first half of the course (up to Reading Week).  Be sure to narrow your topic down to manageable scope (in other words, deal with a limited range of material), to organize your essay properly (including an introduction and conclusion), to cite references according to the MLA Handbook, and to proofread your essay for errors in grammar and style.  Be concrete and specific.

Due:  Feb. 13








Value: 20%

1.
Show how ONE science-fiction text uses ONE of the following symbols or image patterns from The Book of Revelation: fire; madness or disorder; judgment.

2.
While apocalyptic texts deal with the end, their beginnings are extremely 


important. Discuss in detail the opening of one short story or poem, showing

what it contributes to the text as a whole. Why do you think the author chose to

begin the work this way?
3.
Do a detailed analysis of poetic technique in "Darkness," dealing with ONE


technique.  Some choices: image patterns, sound effects (e.g., alliteration),


structure (e.g., verse paragraphs), rhythm. 
4.
Discuss the degree to which ONE or TWO authors portray the power of nature

and in the process demonstrate how powerless human beings are by contrast.

