SOSC 3992 6.0A
POPULAR TRIALS

FINAL IN-CLASS PRACTICE TEST- MARCH 23, 2011
The test is divided into two parts, weighted as follows. 

Part 1- 50%

Part 2- 50%

Read the instructions for each question carefully. 

Part 1- Answer any one of the following four questions- 50 points

1.  Harold Garfinkel lists among the conditions for a successful denunciation the following: 

a. “Both event and perpetrator must be removed from the realm of their everyday character and be made to stand as ‘out of the ordinary.” 

b. “Ideally, the witnesses should not be able to contemplate the features of the denounced person without reference to the counterconception…

The features of the mad-dog murderer reverse the features of the peaceful citizen. … The confessions of the Red can be read to teach the meanings of patriotism…” 

c. “The denouncer must make the dignity of the supra-personal values of the tribe salient and accessible to view, and his denunciation must be delivered in their name.” 
d. “The denounced person must be ritually separated from a place in the legitimate order- (he or she) must be defined as standing in a place opposed to it. He(she) must be placed ‘outside,’ he must be made ‘strange.’ “

Using reading and lecture materials, discuss whether these conditions were met in any two of the following trials- the Salem witchcraft trials, the trial of John Brown, the trial of Adolf Eichmann, or the trial of Dorothy Joudrie.  (Hint: you should begin your answer by indicating how you interpret the above quotes .) 
2.  “The limitations of the criminal trial as a social form render it ineffective as a remedy for state violence. “  Using reading and lecture materials on the Eichmann trial and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, support, challenge, or qualify the above proposition. 

3.  Using reading and lecture materials, take any two of the following trials and indicate whether you think they are partisan trials or political trials within the rule of law- the Salem witchcraft trials, the trial of John Brown, or the trial of Adolf Eichmann. Give reasons for your answer. 
4. Earlier in the course, it was suggested that both the presence and absence of remorse have an impact on how those who are convicted of a crime are perceived by different groups.  For example,  Robert Latimer’s absence of remorse had different meanings for those who agreed with his actions and those who did not. Using reading and lecture materials, discuss with reference to any two of the following four trials- the Salem witchcraft trials, the trial of John Brown, the trial of Adolf Eichmann, the trial of Dorothy Joudrie whether the person(s) on trial showed remorse, whether they were perceived as showing remorse,  how this affected how they were represented, and what impact, if any, this had on how they were treated.  

Part 2- Answer any one of the following three questions- 50 points. 

1. “During juristic linguistic production, one accenting(codifying) of the world takes place at the expense of another, the oppositional variety.” (Milovanovic) 
Using reading and lecture materials, support, challenge, or qualify this proposition with reference to any two of the following four trials – the Salem witchcraft trials, the trial of John Brown, the trial of Adolf Eichmann, and trial of Dorothy Joudrie. Hint: Begin your essay with your interpretation of what this statement means. 

2. Using the perspectives of Marx and Durkheim, interpret any two of the following four trials- the Salem witchcraft trials, the trial of John Brown, the trial of Adolf  Eichmann, and the trial of Dorothy Joudrie- in terms of how the trial relates to the society in which it occurred. Which perspective offers the better interpretation? Give reasons for your conclusions. 

3. “Carolyn, screw what really happened! What’s it going take for you to get this? ‘The truth’ in a courtroom is just a construction of its effects. It’s theatre. There is no such thing as simple truth as long as one presentation can be shaped, or perverted, or invented, even. Not the facts, mind you. I’m talking presentation. Either side can skew the way things appear and how they appear is all that matters.” Quoted in Andrews, p. 174. 

Using reading and lecture materials, support, challenge, or qualify this statement with reference to any two of the following four trials- the Salem witchcraft trials, the trial of John Brown, the trial of Adolf Eichmann, and the trial of Dorothy Joudrie. Hint: Begin your essay with your interpretation of what the statement means. 

