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they hear a kindly or even a tolerably peaceable word till they reached Mas-
silia. There all the facts which their allies had carefully and honestly collected
were laid before them; they were informed that the interest of the Gauls had
already been secured by Hannibal, but even he would not find them very
tractable, with their wild and untamable nature, unless the chiefs were also
won over with gold, a thing which as a nation they were most eager to pro-
cure. After thus traversing Spain and the tribes of Gaul the envoys returned
to Rome not long after the consuls had left for their respective commands.
They found the whole City in a state of excitement; definite news had been
received that the Carthaginians had crossed the Ebro, and every one was

looking forward to war.
F\;I. After the capture of Saguntum, Hannibal withdrew into winter quar-
\i/ ters at New Carthage. Information reached him there of the proceedings at
Rome and Carthage, and he learnt that he was not only the general who was
to conduct the war, but also the sole person who was responsible for its out-
break. As further delay would be most inexpedient, he sold and distributed
the rest of the plunder, and calling together those of his soldiers who were of
Spanish blood, he addressed them as follows: “I think, soldiers, that you your-
selves recognize that now that we have reduced all the tribes in Spain we shall
either have to bring our campaigns to an end and disband our armies or else
we must transfer our wars to other lands. If we seek to win plunder and glory
from other nations, then these tribes will enjoy not only the blessings of
peace, but also the fruits of victory. Since, therefore, there await us cam-
paigns far from home, and it is uncertain when you will again see your
homes and all that is dear to you, [ grant a furlough to every one who wishes
to visit his friends. You must reassemble at the commencement of spring, so
that we may, with the kindly help of the gods, enter upon a war which will
bring us immense plunder and cover us with glory.” They all welcomed the

vppeTtanity, so spontancously offered, of visiting their homes after so long
anwbaence, and in view of a still longer absence in the future. The winter’s
test, coming alter their past exertions, and soon to be followed by greater

ones, restored their faculties of mind and body and strengthened them for
fresh trials of endurance.

In the early days of spring they reassembled according to orders. After
reviewing the whole of the native contingents, Hannibal left for Gades,
where he dis II‘II;ﬁl o his VOWS 1O Her III('S, and l)()Lllld himself byfI‘CSh Obllg-

ations to that defty (n case his enterprise should succeed. As Africa would be
apen to attack from the side of Sicily during his land march through Spain
and the two Gauls into Italy, he decided to secure that country with a strong
garrison. To supply their place he requisitioned troops from Aliica, 4 l;y_ln‘
armed force consisting mainly of slingers. By thus tranal fring Alvicans (o
Spain and Spaniards to Africa, the soldicy ol each n.|||nl|.|[|l‘\ wotlld he
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expected to render more efficient service, as being practically under recipro-
cal obligations. The force he dispatched to Africa consisted of 13,850 Spanish
infantry furnished with ox-hide bucklers, and 870 Balearic slingers, with a
composite body of 1,200 cavalry drawn from numerous tribes. This force was
destined partly for the defense of Carthage, partly to hold the African terri-
tory. At the same time recruiting officers were sent to various communities;
some 4,000 men of good family were called up who were under orders to be
conveyed to Carthage to strengthen its defense, and also to serve as hostages
for the loyalty of their people.

22. Spain also had to be provided for, all the more so as Hannibal was
fully aware that Roman commissioners had been going all about the country
to win over the leading men of the various tribes. He placed it in charge of
his energetic and able brother, Hasdrubal, and assigned him an army mainly
composed of African troops— 11,850 native infantry, 300 Ligurians, and 500
Balearics. In addition to this body of infantry there were 450 Libyphoenician
cavalry—these are a mixed race of Punic and aboriginal African descent—
some 1,800 Numidians and Moors, dwellers on the shore of the Mediter-

- ranean, and a small mounted contingent of 300 Ilergetes raised in Spain.

Finally, that his land force might be complete in all its parts, there were
twenty-one elephants. The protection of the coast required a fleet, and as it
was natural to suppose that the Romans would again make use of that arm in
which they had been victorious before, Hasdrubal had assigned to him a fleet
of 57 warships, including 50 quinqueremes, 2 quadriremes, and 5 triremes,
but only 32 quinqueremes and the 5 triremes were ready for sea. From Gades
he returned to the winter quarters of his army at New Carthage, and from
New Carthage he commenced his march on Italy. Passing by the city of
Onusa, he marched along the coast to the Ebro. The story runs that whilst
halting there he saw in a dream a youth of god-like appearance who said that
he had been sent by Jupiter to act as guide to Hannibal on his march to Italy.
He was accordingly to follow him and not to lose sight of him or let his eyes
wander. At first, filled with awe, he followed him without glancing round
him or looking back, but as instinctive curiosity impelled him to wonder
what it was that he was forbidden to gaze at behind him, he could no longer
command his eyes. He saw behind him a serpent of vast and marvelous bulk,
and as it moved along trees and bushes crashed down everywhere before it,
whilst in its wake there rolled a thunder-storm. He asked what the mon-

“strous portent meant, and was told that it was the devastation of Italy; he was

to go forward without further question and allow his destiny to remain
hicden

23. Gladdened by this vision he proceeded to cross the Ebro, with his
army in three divisions, alter sending men on in advance to secure by bribes

the good-will of the Gauls dwelling about his crosging place, and also to
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reconnoiter the passes of the Alps. He brought 90,000 infantry and 12,000
cavalry over the Ebro. His next step was to reduce to submission the Iler-
getes, the Bargusii, and the Ausetani, and also the district of Lacetania, which
lies at the foot of the Pyrenees. He placed Hanno in charge of the whole
coast-line to secure the passes which connect Spain with Gaul, and furnished
him with an army of 10,000 infantry to hold the district, and 1,000 cavalry.
When his army commenced the passage of the Pyrenees and the barbarians
found that there was truth in the rumor that they were being led against
Rome, 3,000 of the Carpetani deserted. It was understood that they were
induced to desert not so much by the prospect of the war as by the length of
the march and the impossibility of crossing the Alps. As it would have been
hazardous to recall them, or to attempt to detain them by force, in case the
quick passions of the rest of the army should be roused, Hannibal sent back
to their homes more than 7,000 men who, he had personally discovered, were
getting tired of the campaign, and at the same time he gave out that the Car-
petani had also been sent back by him.

24. Then, to prevent his men from being demoralized by further delay
and inactivity, he crossed the Pyrenees with the remainder of his force and
fixed his camp at the town of Iliberri. The Gauls were told that it was against
Italy that war was being made, but as they had heard that the Spaniards
beyond the Pyrenees had been subjugated by force of arms, and strong gar-
risons placed in their towns, several tribes, fearing for their liberty, were
roused to arms and mustered at Ruscino. On receiving the announcement of
this movement, Hannibal, fearing delay more than hostilities, sent spokes-
men to their chiefs to say that he was anxious for a conference with them,
and cither they might come nearer to Iliberri, or he would approach Ruscino
to facilitate their meeting, for he would gladly receive them in his camp or

would himself go to them without loss of time. He had come into Gaul as a
fricnd not a foe, and unless the Gauls compelled him he would not draw
hiv sword till he reached Italy. This was the proposal made through the
envoys, but when the Gauls had, without any hesitation, moved their camp
up to liberri, they were effectively secured by bribes and allowed the army a
free and unmolested passage through their territory under the very walls of
Ruscino.

25. No intelligence, meanwhile, had reached Rome beyond the fact
reported by the Massilian envoys, namely that Hannibal had crossed the
Ebro. No sooner was this known than the Boii, who had been tampering
with the Insubres, rose in revolt, just as though he had already crossed the

Alps, not so much in consequence of their old standing enmity against Rome
as of her recent aggressions. Bodies of colonists were being settled on Gaul
ish territory in the valley of the Po, at Placentin and ( Temona, and intense

irritation was produced. Seizing their arma they made an attack on the land,
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which was being actually surveyed at the time, and created such terror and
confusion that not only the agricultural population, but even the three
Roman commissioners who were engaged in marking out the holdings, fled
to Mutina, not feeling themselves safe behind the walls of Placentia. The
commissioners were C. Lutatius, C. Servilius, and M. Annius. There is no
doubt as to the name Lutatius, but instead of Annius and Servilius some
annalists have Manlius Acilius and C. Herennius, whilst others give P. Cor-
nelius Asina and C. Papirius Maso. There is also doubt as to whether it was
the envoys who had been sent to the Boii to remonstrate with them that
were maltreated, or the commissioners upon whom an attack was made
whilst surveying the ground. The Gauls invested Mutina, but as they were
strangers to the art of conducting sieges, and far too indolent to set about the

construction of military works, they contented themselves with blockading

the town without inflicting any injury on the walls. At last they pretended
that they were ready to discuss terms of peace, and the envoys were invited
by the Gaulish chieftains to a conference. Here they were arrested, in direct
violation not only of international law but of the safe-conduct which had
been granted for the occasion. Having made them prisoners the Gauls
declared that they would not release them until their hostages were restored
to them.

When news came that the envoys were prisoners and Mutina and its gar-
rison in jeopardy, L. Manlius, the praetor, burning with anger, led his army in
separate divisions to Mutina. Most of the country was uncultivated at that
time and the road went through a forest. He advanced without throwing out
scouting parties and fell into an ambush, out of which, after sustaining con-
siderable loss, he made his way with difficulty on to more open ground. Here
he entrenched himself, and as the Gauls felt it would be hopeless to attack
him there, the courage of his men revived, though it was tolerably certain
that as many as 500 had fallen. They recommenced their march, and as long
as they were going through open country there was no enemy in view; when
they re-entered the forest their rear was attacked and great confusion and
panic created. They lost 700 men and six standards. When they at last got
out of the trackless and entangled forest there was an end to the terrifying
tactics of the Gauls and the wild alarm of the Romans. There was no diffi-
culty in repelling attacks when they reached the open country and made
their way to Tannetum, a place near the Po. Here they hastily entrenched
themselves, and, helped by the windings of the river and assisted by the Brix-
ian Gauls, they held their ground against an enemy whose numbers were
daily increasing,

260, When the intellipence of this sudden outbreak reached Rome and
the senate became aware that the y |L|«| a Clanlish wir 1o l'.lt'(' n J(Milit)ll Lo

the war with Carthage, they ovderved € Attliug, the practor, to go to the relief
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of Manlius with a Roman legion and 5,000 men who had been recently
enlisted by the consul from among the allies. As the enemy, afraid to meet
these reinforcements, had retired, Atilius reached Tannetum without any
fighting. After raising a fresh legion in place of the one which had been sent
away with the praetor, P. Cornelius Scipio set sail with sixty warships and
coasted along by the shores of Etruria and Liguria, and from there past the
mountains of the Salyes until he reached Marseilles. Here he disembarked his
troops at the first mouth of the Rhone to which he came—the river flows
into the sea through several mouths—and formed his entrenched camp,
hardly able yet to believe that Hannibal had surmounted the obstacle of the
Pyrenees. When, however, he understood that he was already contemplating
crossing the Rhone, feeling uncertain as to where he would meet him and
anxious to give his men time to recover from the effects of the voyage, he
sent forward a picked force of 300 cavalry accompanied by Massilian guides
and friendly Gauls to explore the country in all directions and if possible to
discover the enemy.

Hannibal had overcome the opposition of the native tribes by either fear
or bribes and had now reached the territory of the Volcae. They were a pow-
erful tribe, inhabiting the country on both sides of the Rhone, but distrusting
their ability to stop Hannibal on the side of the river nearest to him, they
determined to make the river a barrier and transported nearly all the popula-
tion to the other side, on which they prepared to offer armed resistance. The
rest of the river population and those of the Volcae even, who still remained
in their homes, were induced by presents to collect boats from all sides and to
help in constructing others, and their efforts were stimulated by the desire to
get rid as soon as possible of the burdensome presence of such a vast host of
men. So an enormous number of boats and vessels of every kind, such as
they used in their journeys up and down the river, was got together; new
ones were made by the Gauls by hollowing out the trunks of trees, then the
soldiers themselves, seeing the abundance of timber and how easily they
were made, took to fashioning uncouth canoes, quite content if only they
would float and carry burdens and serve to transport themselves and their
belongings.

27. Bverything was now ready for the crossing, but the whole of the
opposite bank was held by mounted and unmounted men prepared to dis-
pute the passage. In order to dislodge them Hannibal sent Hanno, the son of

Bomilcar, with a division, consisting mainly of Spaniards, a day’s march up
the river. e was to seize the first chance of crossing without being observed,
and then lead his men by a circuitous route behind the enemy and at the right
moment attack them in the vear, The Gauls who were taken as puides

informed Flanno that about 26 miles up-stream a small island divided the

civer in twa, and the channel was of less depth in consequence, When they
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reached the spot they hastily cut down the timber and constructed rafts on
which men and horses and other burdens could be ferried across. The
Spaniards had no trouble; they threw their clothes on to skins and placing
their leather shields on the top they rested on these and so swam across. The
rest of the army was ferried over on rafts, and after making a camp near the
river they took a day’s rest after their labors of boat-making and the noctur-
nal passage, their general in the meantime waiting anxiously for an opportu-
nity of putting his plan into execution. The next day they set out on their
march, and lighting a fire on some rising ground they signaled by the column
of smoke that they had crossed the river and were not very far away. As soon
as Hannibal received the signal he seized the occasion and at once gave the
order to cross the river. The infantry had prepared rafts and boats, the cavalry
mostly barges on account of the horses. A line of large boats was moored
across the river a short distance up-stream to break the force of the current,
and consequently the men in the smaller boats crossed over in smooth water.
Most of the horses were towed astern and swam over, others were carried in
barges, ready saddled and bridled so as to be available for the cavalry the
moment they landed.

28. The Gauls flocked together on the bank with their customary
whoops and war songs, waving their shields over their heads and brandishing
their javelins. They were somewhat dismayed when they saw what was going
on in front of them; the enormous number of large and small boats, the roar
of the river, the confused shouts of the soldiers and boatmen, some of whom
were trying to force their way against the current, whilst others on the bank
were cheering their comrades who were crossing. Whilst they were watch-
ing all this movement with sinking hearts, still more alarming shouts were
heard behind them; Hanno had captured their camp. Soon he appeared on
the scene, and they were now confronted by danger from opposite quarters
—the host of armed men landing from the boats and the sudden attack
which was being made on their rear. For a time the Gauls endeavored to
maintain the conflict in both directions, but finding themselves losing ground
they forced their way through where there seemed to be least resistance and
dispersed to their various villages. Hannibal brought over the rest of his force
undisturbed, and, without troubling himself any further about the Gauls,
formed his camp.

In the transport of the elephants I believe different plans were adopted;
at all events, the accounts of what took place vary considerably. Some say
that after they had all been collected on the bank the worst-tempered beast
amongst them was teased by his driver, and when he ran away from it into
the water the elephant followed him and drew the whole herd after it, and as
they got out of their depth they were carried by the current to the opposite

Banl, The move general acconunt, however, i that they were transported on
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rafts; as this method would have appeared the safest beforehand so it is most
probable that it was the one adopted. They pushed out into the river a raft
200 feet long and 50 feet broad, and to prevent it from being carried down-
stream, one end was secured by several stout hawsers to the bank. It was cov-
ered with earth like a bridge in order that the animals, taking it for solid
ground, would not be afraid to venture on it. A second raft, of the same
breadth but only 100 feet long and capable of crossing the river, was made
fast to the former. The elephants led by the females were driven along the
fixed raft, as if along a road, until they came on to the smaller one. As soon as
they were safely on this it was cast off and towed by light boats to the other
side of the river. When the first lot were landed others were brought over in
the same way. They showed no fear whilst they were being driven along the
fixed raft; their fright began when they were being carried into mid-channel
on the other raft which had been cast loose. They crowded together, those on
the outside backing away from the water, and showed considerable alarm
until their very fears at the sight of the water made them quiet. Some in their
excitement fell overboard and threw their drivers, but their mere weight kept
them steady, and as they felt their way into shallow water they succeeded in
getting safely to land.

29. While the elephants were being ferried across, Hannibal sent 500
Numidian horse towards the Romans to ascertain their numbers and their
intentions. This troop of horse encountered the 300 Roman cavalry who, as |
have already stated, had been sent forward from the mouth of the Rhone. It
was a much more severe fight than might have been expected from the num-
ber of combatants. Not only were there many wounded but each side lost
about the same number of killed, and the Romans, who were at last com-
pletely exhausted, owed their victory to a panic among the Numidians and
their consequent flight. Of the victors as many as 160 fell, not all Romans,
some were Gauls; whilst the vanquished lost more than 200. This action with
which the war commenced was an omen of its final result, but though it por-
tended the final victory of Rome it showed that the victory would not be
attained without much bloodshed and repeated defeats. The forces drew off
from the field and returned to their respective commanders. Scipio found
himself unable to form any definite plans beyond what were suggested to
him by the movements of the enemy. Hannibal was undecided whether to
resume his march to Italy or to engage the Romans, the first army to oppose
him. He was dissuaded from the latter course by the arrival of envoys from
the Boii and their chief, Magalus. They came to assure Hannibal of their
readiness to act as guides and take their share in the dangers of the expedi
tion, and they gave it as their opinion that he ought to reserve all his st rength
for the invasion of Italy and not fritter any of it away beforehand., The bulk of

his army had not forgotten the previous war and looked forward with digmay

LIVY  From the Founding of the City

to meeting their old enemy, but what appalled them much more was the
prospect of an endless journey over the Alps, which rumor said was, to those
at all events who had never tried it, a thing to be dreaded.

30. When Hannibal had made up his mind to go forward and lose no
time in reaching Italy, his goal, he ordered a muster of his troops and
addressed them in tones of mingled rebuke and encouragement. “I am aston-
ished,” he said, “to see how hearts that have been always dauntless have now
suddenly become a prey to fear. Think of the many victorious campaigns you
have gone through, and remember that you did not leave Spain before you
had added to the Carthaginian empire all the tribes in the country washed by
two widely remote seas. The Roman people made a demand for all who had
taken part in the siege of Saguntum to be given up to them, and you, to
avenge the insult, have crossed the Ebro to wipe out the name of Rome and
bring freedom to the world. When you commenced your march, from the
setting to the rising sun, none of you thought it too much for you, but now
when you see that by far the greater part of the way has been accomplished;
the passes of the Pyrenees, which were held by most warlike tribes, sur-
mounted; the Rhone, that mighty stream, crossed in the face of so many
thousand Gauls, and the rush of its waters checked—now that you are
within sight of the Alps, on the other side of which lies Italy, you have
become weary and are arresting your march in the very gates of the enemy.
What do you imagine the Alps to be other than lofty mountains? Suppose
them to be higher than the peaks of the Pyrenees, surely no region in the
world can touch the sky or be impassable to man. Even the Alps are inhabited
and cultivated, animals are bred and reared there, their gorges and ravines
can be traversed by armies. Why, even the envoys whom you see here did not
cross the Alps by flying through the air, nor were their ancestors native to the
soil. They came into Italy as emigrants looking for a land to settle in, and
they crossed the Alps often in immense bodies with their wives and children
and all their belongings. What can be inaccessible or insuperable to the sol-
dier who carries nothing with him but his weapons of war? What toils and
perils you went through for eight months to effect the capture of Saguntum!
And now that Rome, the capital of the world, is your goal, can you deem
anything so difficult or so arduous that it should prevent you from reaching
it? Many years ago the Gauls captured the place which Carthaginians despair
of approaching; either you must confess yourselves inferior in courage and
enterprise to a people whom you have conquered again and again, or else
you must look forward to finishing your march on the ground between the
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Tiber and the walls of Rome.” <

pi. Alter this rousing appeal he dismissed them with orders to prepare
themselves by food and vest for the march, 'The next day they advanced up

the left banlk of the Rhone towards the central districts of Gaul, not because
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this was the most direct route to the Alps, but because he thought that there
would be less likelihood of the Romans meeting him, for he had no desire to
engage them before he arrived in Italy. Four days” marching brought him to
the “Island.” Here the Isére and the Rhone, flowing down from different
points in the Alps, enclose a considerable extent of land and then unite their
channels; the district thus enclosed is called the “Island.” The adjacent coun-
try was inhabited by the Allobroges, a tribe who even in those days were sec-
ond to none in Gaul in power and reputation. At the time of Hannibal’s visit
a quarrel had broken out between two brothers who were each aspiring to
the sovereignty. The elder brother, whose name was Brancus, had hitherto
been the chief, but was now expelled by a party of the younger men, headed
by his brother, who found an appeal to violence more successful than an
appeal to right. Hannibal’s timely appearance on the scene led to the ques-
tion being referred to him; he was to decide who was the legitimate claimant
to the kingship. He pronounced in favor of the elder brother, who had the
support of the senate and the leading men. In return for this service he
received assistance in provisions and supplies of all kinds, especially of cloth-
ing, a pressing necessity in view of the notorious cold of the Alps. After set-
tling the feud amongst the Allobroges, Hannibal resumed his march. He did
not take the direct course to the Alps, but turned to the left towards the Tric-
astini; then, skirting the territory of the Vocontii, he marched in the direction
of the Tricorii. Nowhere did he meet with any difficulty until he arrived at
the Durance. This river, which also takes its rise in the Alps, is of all the rivers
of Gaul the most difficult to cross. Though carrying down a great volume of
water, it does not lend itself to navigation, for it is not kept in by banks, but
flows in many separate channels. As it is constantly shifting its bottom and
the direction of its currents, the task of fording it is a most hazardous one,
whilst the shingle and boulders carried down make the foothold insecure and
treacherous. It happened to be swollen by rain at the time, and the men were
thrown into much disorder whilst crossing it, whilst their fears and confused
shouting added considerably to their difficulties.

32. Three days after Hannibal had left the banks of the Rhone, P. Cor-
nelius Scipio arrived at the deserted camp with his army in battle order, ready
to engage at once. When, however, he saw the abandoned lines and realized
that it would be no easy matter to overtake his opponent after he had got
such a long start, he returned to his ships. He considered that the easier and
safer course would be to meet Hannibal as he came down from the Alps.
Spain was the province allotted to him, and to prevent its being entirely
denuded of Roman troops he sent his brother Cn. Scipio with the greater
part of his army to act against Hasdrubal, not only to keep the old allies and
win new ones, but to drive Hasdrubal out of Spain. Fle himsell sailed for

Genoa with a very small force, intending to defend Ttaly with the army lying
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in the valley of the Po. From the Durance Hannibal’s route lay mostly
through open level country, and he reached the Alps without meeting with
any opposition from the Gauls who inhabited the district. But the sight of the
Alps revived the terrors in the minds of his men. Although rumor, which
generally magnifies untried dangers, had filled them with gloomy forebod-
ings, the nearer view proved much more fearful. The height of the moun-
tains now so close, the snow which was almost lost in the sky, the wretched
huts perched on the rocks, the flocks and herds shriveled and stunted with
the cold, the men wild and unkempt, everything animate and inanimate stiff
with frost, together with other sights dreadful beyond description—all
helped to increase their alarm.

As the head of the column began to climb the nearest slopes, the natives
appeared on the heights above; had they concealed themselves in the ravines
and then rushed down they would have caused frightful panic and blood-
shed. Hannibal called a halt and sent on some Gauls to examine the ground,
and when he learnt that advance was impossible in that direction he formed
his camp in the widest part of the valley that he could find; everywhere
around the ground was broken and precipitous. The Gauls who had been
sent to reconnoiter got into conversation with the natives, as there was little
difference between their speech or their manners, and they brought back
word to Hannibal that the pass was only occupied in the daytime, at nightfall
the natives all dispersed to their homes. Accordingly, at early dawn he began
the ascent as though determined to force the pass in broad daylight, and
spent the day in movements designed to conceal his real intentions and in for-
tifying the camp on the spot where they had halted. As soon as he observed
that the natives had left the heights and were no longer watching his move-
ments, he gave orders, with the view of deceiving the enemy, for a large
number of fires to be lighted, larger in fact than would be required by those
remaining in camp. Then, leaving the baggage with the cavalry and the
greater part of the infantry in camp, he himself with a specially selected body
of troops in light marching order rapidly moved out of the defile and occu-
pied the heights which the enemy had held.

33. The following day the rest of the army broke camp in the gray dawn
and commenced its march. The natives were beginning to assemble at their
customary post of observation when they suddenly became aware that some
of the enemy were in possession of their stronghold right over their heads,
whilst others were advancing on the path beneath. The double impression
made on their eyes and imagination kept them for a few moments motion-
less, but when they saw the column falling into disorder mainly through the

horses becoming frightened, they thought that if they increased the confu-
ston and panic it would be sufficient to destroy it. So they charged down from
rock to rock, careless ns to whether there were paths or not, for they were
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familiar with the ground. The Carthaginians had to meet this attack at the
same time that they were struggling with the difficulties of the way, and as
each man was doing his best for himself to get out of the reach of danger,
they were fighting more amongst themselves than against the natives, The
horses did the most mischief; they were terrified at the wild shouts, which
the echoing woods and valleys made all the louder, and when they happened
to be struck or wounded they created terrible havoc amongst the men and
the different baggage animals. The road was flanked by sheer precipices on
each side, and in the crowding together many were pushed over the edge and
fell an immense depth. Amongst these were some of the soldiers; the heavily-
laden baggage animals rolled over like falling houses. Horrible as the sight
was, Hannibal remained quiet and kept his men back for some time, for fear
of increasing the alarm and confusion, but when he saw that the column was
broken and that the army was in danger of losing all its baggage, in which
case he would have brought them safely through to no purpose, he ran down
from his higher ground and at once scattered the enemy. At the same time,
however, he threw his own men into still greater disorder for the moment,
but it was very quickly allayed now that the passage was cleared by the flight
of the natives. In a short time the whole army had traversed the pass, not
only without any further disturbance, but almost in silence. He then seized a
fortified village, the head place of the district, together with some adjacent
hamlets, and from the food and cattle thus secured he provided his army with
rations for three days. As the natives, after their first defeat, no longer
impeded their march, whilst the road presented little difficulty, they made
considerable progress during those three days.

34. They now came to another canton which, considering that it was a
mountain district, had a considerable population. Here he narrowly escaped
destruction, not in fair and open fighting, but by the practices which he him-
self employed—falsehood and treachery. The head men from the fortified
villages, men of advanced age, came as a deputation to the Carthaginian and
told him that they had been taught by the salutary example of other people’s
misfortunes to seek the friendship of the Carthaginians rather than to feel
their strength. They were accordingly prepared to carry out his orders; he
would receive provisions and guides, and hostages as a guarantee of good
faith. Hannibal felt that he ought not to trust them blindly nor to meet their
offer with a flat refusal, in case they should become hostile. So he replied in
friendly terms, accepted the hostages whom they placed in his hands, made

use of the provisions with which they supplied him on the march, but fol
lowed their guides with his army prepared for action, not at all as though he
were going through a peaceable or friendly country, ‘I'he clephants and cay
alry were in front, he himself followed with the main body of the infantry,

keeping a sharp and anxious look-out in all divections, st as they reached
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part of the pass where it narrowed and was overhung on one side by a wall of
rock, the barbarians sprang up from ambush on all sides and assailed the col-
umn in front and rear, at close quarters, and at a distance by rolling huge
stones down on it. The heaviest attack was made in the rear, and as the
infantry faced round to meet it, it became quite obvious that if the rear of the
column had not been made exceptionally strong, a terrible disaster must have
occurred in that pass. As it was, they were in the greatest danger, and within
an ace of total destruction. For whilst Hannibal was hesitating whether to
send his infantry on into the narrow part of the pass—for whilst protecting
the rear of the cavalry they had no reserves to protect their own rear—the
mountaineers, making a flank charge, burst through the middle of the col-
umn and held the pass so that Hannibal had to spend that one night without
his cavalry or his baggage.

35. The next day, as the savages attacked with less vigor, the column
closed up, and the pass was surmounted, not without loss, more, however, of
baggage animals than of men. From that time the natives made their appear-
ance in smaller numbers and behaved more like banditti than regular sol-
diers; they attacked either front or rear just as the ground gave them oppor-
tunity, or as the advance or halt of the column presented a chance of
surprise. The elephants caused considerable delay, owing to the difficulty of
getting them through narrow or precipitous places; on the other hand, they
rendered that part of the column safe from attack where they were, for the
natives were unaccustomed to the sight of them and had a great dread of
going too near them. Nine days from® their commencing the ascent they
arrived at the highest point of the Alps, after traversing a region mostly with-
out roads and frequently losing their way either through the treachery of
their guides or through their own mistakes in trying to find the way for them-
selves. For two days they remained in camp on the summit, whilst the troops
enjoyed a respite from fatigue and fighting. Some of the baggage animals
which had fallen amongst the rocks and had afterwards followed the track of
the column came into camp. To add to the misfortunes of the worn-out
troops, there was a heavy fall of snow— the Pleiads were near their setting—
and this new experience created considerable alarm. In the early morning of
the third day the army recommenced its heavy march over ground every-
where deep in snow. Hannibal saw in all faces an expression of listlessness
and despondency. He rode on in front to a height from which there was a

wide and extensive view, and halting his men, he pointed out to them the
land of Italy and the rich valley of the Po lying at the foot of the Alps. “You
are now,” he said, rossing the barrviers not only of Italy, but of Rome itself,
Hencelorth all will be smooth and cagy lor you; in one or, at the most, two

battles, you will be masters ol the capital and steonghold of Taly, 'Then the
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sional attempts at plunder, The remainder of the march, however, was
attended with much greater difficulty than they had experienced in the

cipitous, narrow; and slippery, so that they were unable to keep their footing,
and if they slipped they could not recover themselves; they kept falling over
each other, and the baggage animals rolled over on their drivers.

36. At length they came to a much harrower pass which descended over
such sheer cliffs that a light-armed soldier could hardly get down it even by
ll.al?ging On to projecting roots and branches, The place had always been pre-

about for them to gethold of and support themselves by, so they rolled about
helplessly on the glassy ice and slushy snow. The baggage animals as they

selves and broke through into the hard and congealed ice below, where most
of them stuck as though caughtin a gin.

37. At last, when men and beasts alike were worn out by their fruitless
exertions, a camp was formed on the summit, after the place had been
cleared with immense difficulty owing to the quantity of snow that had to be
removed. The next thing was to level the rock through which alone a road

pile. When the rock was red hot they poured vinegar upon it to disintegrate

it. After thus treating it by fire they opened a way through it with their tools,
and eased the steep slope by winding tracks of moderate gradient, so that
not only the baggage animals but even the elephants could be led down Four

days were spent over the rock, and the animals were almost seas ved to death
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for the heights are mostly bare of vegetation and what herbage there is
buried beneath the snow. In the lower levels there were sunny valleys and
streams flowing through woods, and spots more deserving of human inhabi
tants. Here the beasts were turned loose to graze, and the troops, worn out
with their engineering, were allowed to rest. In three days more they reached
the open plains and found a pleasanter country and pleasanter people living
in it

38. Such, in the main, was the way in which they reached Italy, five
months, according to some authorities, after leaving New Carthage, fifteen
days of which were spent in overcoming the difficulties of the Alps. The
authorities are hopelessly at variance as to the number of the troops with
which Hannibal entered Italy. The highest estimate assigns him 100,000
infantry and 20,000 cavalry; the lowest puts his strength at 20,000 infantry
and 6000 cavalry. L. Cincius Alimentus tells us that he was taken prisoner by
Hannibal, and I should be most inclined to accept his authority if he had not
confused the numbers by adding in the Gauls and Ligurians; if these are
included there were 80,000 infantry and 10,000 cavalry. It s, however, more
probable that these joined Hannibal in Italy, and some authorities actually
assert this. Cincius also states that he had heard Hannibal say that subse-
quently to his passage of the Rhone he lost 36,000 men, besides an immense
number of horses and other animals. The first people he came to were the
Taurini, a semi-Gallic tribe. As tradition is unanimous on this point I am the
more surprised that a question should be raised as to what route Hannibal
took over the Alps, and that it should be generally supposed that he crossed
over the Poenine range, which is said to have derived its name from that cir-
cumstance. Coelius asserts that he crossed by the Cremonian range. These
two passes, however, would not have brought him to the Taurini but through
the Salassi, a mountain tribe, to the Libuan Gauls. It is highly improbable that
those routes to Gaul were available at that time, and in any case the Poenine
route would have been closed by the semi-German tribes who inhabited the
district. And it is perfectly certain, if we accept their authority, that the
Seduni and Veragri, who inhabit that range, say that the name of Poenine
Wwas not given to it from any passage of the Carthaginians over it but from
the deity Poeninus, whose shrine stands on the highest point of the range.

39. It was a very fortunate circumstance for Hannibal at the outset of his
campaign that the Taurini, the first people he came to, were at war with the

Insubres. But he was unable to bring his army into the field to assist either
side, for it was whilst they were recovering from the ills and misfortunes
which had gathered upon them that they felt them most. Rest and idleness
mstead of toil, plenty following upon starvation, cleanliness and comfort

alter squalor and ema fton, altected thetre flthy and well nigh bestialised

bodles (n varlous waye, It waa this st e ol things which finduced P o orneling
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