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Faculty of Environmental and Urban Change 
York University 

 
ENVS6128  

Transportation Policy and Planning 
 
Term: Fall 2024 
Time and Location: Wednesday 10:00am, HNE142   
 
Calendar Description 
This course provides a broad understanding of key concepts and issues in transportation 
planning and policy. It also reviews transportation systems, including new mobility 
options. Topics covered in this course include transportation disadvantage, externalities 
of transportation, and travel behavior. 
 
There are no prerequisites for this course.  
 
Course Director 
Dr. Mahtot (Mah-tote) Gebresselassie  
Office Hours: Friday 11:00am, Zoom link in eClass  
 
Communication 
Please use eClass only to communicate with me regarding anything about this course, 
unless I advise you otherwise. For other reasons, please email me. I respond to student 
communication within 24 hours on weekdays. If you contact me on the weekend, 
expect a response by the following Monday. Always begin your emails with the 
following salutation: Hello Professor Mahtot or Professor Gebresselassie.   
 
Course Description 
This course provides an introductory overview of key concepts, issues, and trends 
related to transportation planning and policy. While it is intended for students with little 
or no background in transportation, students familiar with aspects of it seeking to 
enhance their understanding are also welcome. The first module introduces students to 
key concepts to assist with deeper exploration of policies and trends covered in latter 
sections. The module on public and private transportation gives students an 
understanding of various user groups and knowledge of policies that encourage or 
discourage use of different modes. It also gives an overview of travel trends. The next 
section reviews travel behavior and determinants, including land use and its relationship 
with transportation systems and travel behavior. In Transportation Disadvantages, the 
module examines theoretical framework in understanding transportation equity, the 
impact of transportation disadvantage on underserved communities, and how 
transportation equity is understood. The two underserved communities discussed in this 
module are low-income earners and people with disabilities. The last module covers 
new technology-enabled modes of transportation such as Uber and Lyft. It also covers 
topics on autonomous vehicles and electrification of private and public transportation 
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systems. While majority of the content focuses on Canada and the US, other contexts 
are also reviewed to help students appreciate similarities and differences.    

Course Evaluation 

In this course, you will be assessed on a Pass or Unsatisfactory grading scheme with a 
short qualitative assessment. If you would like to receive a letter grade in addition to the 
official Pass/Unsatisfactory, please let me know by week two. Graduate grading will be 
based on higher level of insight, understanding and complexity of the material as well 
as mastery of concepts. 

 
The course evaluation is based on the following items weighted as indicated: 
 
Journaling About Transportation in the GTA     5% 
Observations about GTA transportation  
News brief          5%  
News item discussion/assignment  
Class Participation        20% 
This includes participation during class discussion, guest-speaker  
presentations, and engagement during in-class group/pair  
activities, online discussions   
Topical Brief, Group Presentation      20%  
Select from suggested topics or choose another issue   
Accessibility Audit (Location TBD), Group Assignment   25% 
Accessibility audit  
Final Paper         25%   
A focused paper on a topic relevant to thesis or general interest  
 
Assignments Submission 
Due dates will be posted in eClass; you will submit all assignments via e-class; and 
graded papers will be returned to you via e-class. Proper academic performance 
depends on you doing your work not only well, but on time. My expectation for you is 
that you submit your work on the due date specified for the assignment. If you need 
extension, let me know ahead of time. I will not consider any request for extension on 
the due date or past it as it will not be fair to your classmates who work hard to submit 
on time.   
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Religious Observance Days 
York University is committed to respecting the religious beliefs and practices of all 
members of the community and making accommodations for observances of special 
significance to adherents.  Should any of the dates specified in this syllabus for in-class 
test or examination pose such a conflict for you, contact me within the first three weeks 
of class. Similarly, should an assignment to be completed in a lab, practicum placement, 
workshop, etc., scheduled later in the term pose such a conflict, contact me 
immediately.   
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Academic Honesty 
The use of generative AI such as ChatGPT is strictly prohibited in this course. Any use of 
AI technology would be considered a breach of academic honesty and will be 
handled accordingly.  
 
As a student at York University, you have a responsibility to not only understand, but also 
play an important part in upholding the integrity of the academic experience. The 
Faculty of Environmental and Urban Change supports the International Center for 
Academic Integrity’s definition of academic integrity. That is, you will be committed to 
acting in all academic matters, even in the face of adversity, with honesty, trust, 
fairness, courage, respect and responsibility. 
 
How can you demonstrate academic integrity in the completion of your course? 
 
• Respect the ideas of others: Your course work should represent your own knowledge 

and ideas. You should not falsely claim credit for ideas that are not your own, by 
presenting another’s work as yours. If you are quoting, paraphrasing, or summarizing 
another person’s work in order to support your own ideas, identify the work and the 
author through proper citation practices. For more information about how to cite 
properly, use the Student Papers and Academic Research Kit (SPARK). You can 
improve your writing, research, and personal learning abilities through the Learning 
Commons. 
 

• Respect your peers: Know when you are allowed to collaborate. Ask your instructor 
about what group work entails when it comes to the sharing of work. In test 
situations and assignments, do not steal or give answers to your peers. Cheating and 
aiding are a breach of academic honesty and are both against York University’s 
academic honesty policy. 
 

• Respect your course instructor: Understand what the instructors are asking of you in 
class, in assignments, and in exams. If you are unsure, ask your professor. we are 
committed to making you feel supported and want to assess you fairly and with 
integrity. Please do not submit the same piece of work for more than one course 
without your instructor’s permission. 

 
• Respect yourself: When you act with integrity, you know that your work is yours and 

yours alone. You do not allow others to impersonate you, or you do not yourself 
impersonate another person during a test or exam. You do not buy or otherwise 
obtain term papers or assignments. You do the work. As a result, you know that 
you earned the grades that you receive, so you can be proud of your York degree. 
By acting with integrity in your course work, you are also practising a valuable 
professional skill that is important in all workplaces. 
 

• Take responsibility: If you have acted in an academically dishonest way, you can 
demonstrate courage and take responsibility for your mistake. You can admit your 
mistake to your course instructor as soon as possible. 
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Students who engage in academic dishonesty can be subject to disciplinary action 
under the Senate Policy on Academic Honesty. Your lack of familiarity with the Senate 
Policy and Guidelines on Academic Honesty does not constitute a defense against 
their application. Some academic offences can also constitute offences under the 
Criminal Code of Canada, which means that you may also be subject to criminal 
charges.  
 
Intellectual property notice 
All materials prepared for this course are the intellectual property of the Course Director 
or otherwise stated. Course materials should only be used by students enrolled in this 
course. This can include but is not limited to the following material: lecture notes, 
handouts, and recordings; assignment handouts and instructions; spoken and written 
presentations; audio and video recordings; PowerPoint slides; and questions and/or 
solution sets for assignments, quizzes, tests, and final exams. You are also not allowed to 
record (audio and video) presentations, lectures, in-class discussion, and any and all 
activities that take place in the classroom without the instructor’s permission.   
 
As a student in this course, you may not publish, post on an Internet site, sell, or 
otherwise distribute any of this work without the instructor’s express permission. 
Unauthorized or commercial use of these materials is strictly prohibited. Third party 
copyrighted materials (such as book chapters, journal articles, music, videos, etc.) have 
either been licensed for use in this course or fall under an exception or limitation in 
Canadian copyright law. Copying this material for distribution (e.g. uploading material 
to a commercial third-party website, or online sharing of course material with people 
outside of the course) may lead to a charge of misconduct under York’s Code of 
Student Rights and Responsibilities and the Senate Policy on Academic Honesty. In 
addition, you may face legal consequences for any violation of copyright law. 
 
Ethical Review of Research Involving Human Participants in Undergraduate Courses 
York students are subject to the York University Policy for the ethics review process for 
research involving Human Participants.  All research activity with human participants 
must undergo ethical review.  
 
Student Conduct 
Students, course instructors and staff have a joint responsibility to create and maintain a 
welcoming and inclusive learning environment. All students are expected to conduct 
themselves in accordance with the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities. 
Whether online or in-person, students and course instructors are expected to cultivate 
and sustain a professional relationship characterized by mutual respect and courtesy. In 
all classrooms, any disruptive and/or harassing behavior will not be tolerated. To ensure 
that you adhere to the rules of the virtual classroom, please review what counts as 
proper ‘netiquette’ (the basic rules for communicating with others in online spaces) by 
consulting the student guide to e-learning. 
 
Please respect the privacy of your peers and instructors. Never share private 
information about your peers and instructors without their permission. Remember, no 
aspect of your courses should be recorded or distributed without everyone’s consent. 
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Accessibility 
While all students are expected to satisfy the requirements of their program of study 
and to aspire to achieve excellence, the university recognizes that persons with 
disabilities may require reasonable accommodation to enable them to perform at their 
best. For more information about this policy, please refer Academic Accommodation 
for Students with Disabilities guidelines and procedures. 
 
The university encourages students with disabilities to register with Student Accessibility 
Services (SAS) to discuss their accommodation needs as early as possible in the term. 
An Accessibility Counsellor will help you establish recommended academic 
accommodations, which will then need to be communicated to your course 
instructor(s) as necessary. Please let me know as early as possible in the term if you 
anticipate requiring academic accommodation, so that your accommodation needs 
can be discussed and considered within the context of this course. 
 
Support 
Student Counselling & Development (SCD) aims to help York students realize, develop 
and fulfill their personal potential in order to maximally benefit from their university 
experience and manage the challenges of university life. You can get support for a 
wide range of concerns including, but not limited to depression, anxiety, abuse, stress, 
self-esteem, relationship issues, eating and body image as well as issues related 
to sexuality. 
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