
By entering into the PhD Program, the student has made a commitment to devote the time and 

energy necessary to engage in research and write a dissertation which constitutes a substantial 

and original contribution to knowledge in Social and Political Thought. 

Dissertations should adhere to the format set forth in the "Guidelines for the Preparation and 

Examination of Theses and Dissertations" published by the Faculty of Graduate Studies. Thesis 

Guidelines of the Faculty of Graduate Studies Copies are available in the SPTH office or in the 

Faculty of Graduate Studies. 

In conjunction with the supervisor and supervisory committee, the PhD Candidate develops an 

intended timetable for completion of all stages of the dissertation, and works to realize that 

timetable, meeting appropriate deadlines. The Candidate should meet regularly with the 

supervisor to review progress, normally at least once a month, and not less than once each term. 

Interaction with other members of the supervisory committee should take place as appropriate. 

Students wishing to view dissertations by SPTH alumni may have access to the bound 

dissertations through the Program Director, although dissertations may not be borrowed or used 

outside of the SPTH offices. In addition, the Scott Library maintains dissertations of all York 

graduate students. 

Students who are working on their Dissertation may request Extended Library Loan Privileges. 

The form is available in the SPTH program office. 
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