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	Updates to Regulations – Graduate Courses and Grading
Current Location

Graduate Courses and Grading: https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/regulations/graduate-courses-and-grading/ 
Academic Standing: https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/regulations/graduate-courses-and-grading/#c-grades; and  https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/regulations/graduate-courses-and-grading/#f-grade 
Rationale

A graduate course is a discrete, time-delimited unit of instructional/learning activity identified by a course code, in which a student must enroll. Program requirements across graduate programs may be delivered to students through a traditional course code or as an academic event or milestone. For the latter requirements, these can be recorded on the transcript as an event/milestone, negating the use of a course code. Academic events or milestones may consist of major research papers/projects/review essays, graduate milestone examinations, practica, internships, fieldwork, thesis, dissertations, etc.
There is a lack of consistency across graduate programs regarding academic events or milestones and how students must register in them, subsequently impacting their appearance on the transcript. Some are identified by a course code that is for credit or non-credit. Others are program requirements that, while required for completion, do not require registration in a particular course.
Augmenting the current Academic Standing regulations to specifically state that non-credit bearing courses and/or program requirements, as well as academic events or milestones for credit, do not apply to the existing outlined grade combinations that require withdrawal will provide greater clarity to the graduate community and help avoid alternative interpretations. 
Academic Standing regulations apply to a discrete, time-delimited unit of instructional/learning activity identified by a course code, in which a student must enroll. When a program requirement is structured as an academic event or milestone and is administratively delivered through a graduate course for credit, it does not apply to the ‘Combinations of ‘C’ Grades Which Require Withdrawal Unless Continued Registration is Recommended and Approved’, and the ‘Combination of ‘F’ and ‘C’ Grades Which Require Withdrawal.’
When a graduate student does not satisfactorily complete an academic event or milestone that is for credit or non-credit, graduation is not possible until all requirements have been met. However, withdrawal through the Academic Standing regulations does not apply in these instances.
Graduate programs can specify in the Academic Calendar when any academic events or milestone requirements have specific parameters that require withdrawal. For Graduate Milestone Examinations, in the event of an unsuccessful outcome(s) where no further revisions or re-examination are permitted and a student is required to withdraw from the program, such procedures are specified in the Academic Calendar and/or a program-level document under the Graduate Milestone Examinations framework of the Faculty of Graduate Studies. Changes to the Academic Calendar must be approved by the relevant anchor Faculty Council and by Senate.
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A graduate course is a discrete, time-delimited unit of instructional/learning activity identified by a course code, in which a student must enroll. All graduate courses must have an instructor in charge who is appointed to the Faculty of Graduate Studies. Regular sessions of all graduate courses must be offered in an approved university academic space/location, normally on campus.  An exception can only be granted with the approval of the Dean on the recommendation of the graduate program director.
Graduate courses must be approved in accordance with Faculty of Graduate Studies and Senate policies and procedures. Initial approval of new courses by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and the Senate includes approval of the scope and feasibility for completion within the allotted time of requirements in those courses. All graduate programs shall, on an ongoing basis, and in consultation with students, ensure that requirements in courses are reasonable, and can normally be accomplished within the course period.
Graduate programs may have a variety of requirements that are not courses but constitute other academic events or milestones which have been approved in accordance with Faculty of Graduate Studies and Senate policies and procedures. Some common non-course academic events and milestones are major research papers/projects/review essays, comprehensive examinations, practica, internships, fieldwork, thesis, dissertations, etc.
	
A graduate course is a discrete, time-delimited unit of instructional/learning activity identified by a course code, in which a student must enroll. All graduate courses must have an instructor in charge who is appointed to the Faculty of Graduate Studies. Regular sessions of all graduate courses must be offered in an approved university academic space/location, normally on campus.  An exception can only be granted with the approval of the Dean on the recommendation of the graduate program director.
Graduate courses must be approved in accordance with Faculty of Graduate Studies, relevant anchor Faculty Council and Senate policies and procedures. Initial approval of new courses by the relevant anchor Faculty Council and the Senate includes approval of the scope and feasibility for completion within the allotted time of requirements in those courses. All graduate programs shall, on an ongoing basis, and in consultation with students, ensure that requirements in courses are reasonable, and can normally be accomplished within the course period.
Graduate programs may have a variety of requirements that are normally not courses but constitute other academic events or milestones which have been approved in accordance with Faculty of Graduate Studies, relevant anchor Faculty Council and Senate policies and procedures. Some common non-course academic events and milestones are major research papers/projects/review essays, graduate milestone examinations, practica, internships, fieldwork, thesis, dissertations, etc.
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Combinations of ‘C’ Grades Which Require Withdrawal Unless Continued Registration is Recommended and Approved
A student who received in total any of the following combinations of grades for graduate courses may not continue to be registered in the Faculty of Graduate Studies and in a graduate program unless this continuation is recommended by the graduate program director concerned and approved by the Dean:
1. two C grades for 6.00 credit courses;
2. one C grade for a 6.00 credit course and one C grade for a 3.0 credit (or equivalent) course;
3. a total of three C grades for 3.0 credit (or equivalent) courses.

In no cases will grades be averaged.

Combination of ‘F’ and ‘C’ Grades Which Require Withdrawal
A student will be required to withdraw from a graduate program and registration in the Faculty of Graduate Studies will be terminated if the student receives in total for graduate courses, during enrolment at York University:
1. one F grade for a 6.00 credit course or two F grades for 3.0 credit (or equivalent) courses; or
2. one F grade for a 3.0 credit (or equivalent) course and one C grade for a 6.00 credit or 3.0 credit (or equivalent) course.

In no case will grades be averaged.
Note: The academic standing regulations with respect to grades in courses described above do not apply to grades awarded for courses which students elect to and are authorized to enrol in upon registration, but which are additional to those specified by a faculty adviser and program director as constituting the minimum required program of studies.

	
Combinations of ‘C’ Grades Which Require Withdrawal Unless Continued Registration is Recommended and Approved
A student who received in total any of the following combinations of grades for graduate courses may not continue to be registered in the Faculty of Graduate Studies and in a graduate program unless this continuation is recommended by the graduate program director concerned and approved by the Dean:
1. two C grades for 6.00 credit courses;
2. one C grade for a 6.00 credit course and one C grade for a 3.0 credit (or equivalent) course;
3. a total of three C grades for 3.0 credit (or equivalent) courses.

In no cases will grades be averaged.

Combination of ‘F’ and ‘C’ Grades Which Require Withdrawal
A student will be required to withdraw from a graduate program and registration in the Faculty of Graduate Studies will be terminated if the student receives in total for graduate courses, during enrolment at York University:
1. one F grade for a 6.00 credit course or two F grades for 3.0 credit (or equivalent) courses; or
2. one F grade for a 3.0 credit (or equivalent) course and one C grade for a 6.00 credit or 3.0 credit (or equivalent) course.

In no case will grades be averaged.
The academic standing regulations with respect to grades in courses described above do not apply to:
1. Grades awarded for courses which students elect to and are authorized to enrol in upon registration, but which are additional to those specified by a faculty adviser and program director as constituting the minimum required program of studies.
2. Non-credit bearing courses and/or program requirements, as well as academic events or milestones for credit. Academic events or milestones may consist of major research papers/projects/review essays, graduate milestone examinations, practica, internships, fieldwork, thesis, dissertations, etc.
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