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	Graduate Supervision – Ontario Council on Graduate Studies’ Principles for Graduate Supervision at Ontario Universities
Background

In 2022 a provincial-wide consultation took place, with an assembled group of graduate studies leaders to explore ways to better support students, supervisors and departments in navigating the complexities and diversities of the graduate study enterprise. A shared document sought to ensure students have an intellectually and academically rewarding, productive and supportive experience. Policies, practices and documents were explored in order to understand the best ways that supervisors, students, programs, Faculties of Graduate Studies and Universities writ large could collaboratively work to enhance the graduate supervision experience and outcomes. 
To that end the Ontario Council on Graduate Studies’ working group drafted, revised, and finalized Principles for Graduate Supervision at Ontario Universities (June 26, 2023) found here: https://cou.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Principles-for-Graduate-Supervision-at-Ontarios-Universities-FN-June-2023.pdf. The document has been shared at the Canadian Association for Graduate Studies and the 1st Annual Graduate Supervision Conference – both to wide acclaim and appreciation. A working group has been established to develop national principles, with the Ontario principles serving as the foundation. 
As stated in the (2023) principles document – “Although the graduate student bears the primary responsibility for their program success and intellectual growth, the onus is on the department, program, supervisor, supervisory committee, school/faculty of graduate studies and the university to foster an environment that is supportive of the inherent dignity and value of the supervisor and student and supports student success. This document outlines the responsibilities and standards of conduct for individuals and groups involved with graduate student supervision in research-oriented programs” (p. 1).  

As such, the principles provide itemized and focused strategies for all parties involved in graduate supervision and serve as a strong foundation for the Faculty of Graduate Studies and graduate supervision at York University.
Motion 

To adopt[footnoteRef:1] the 2023 Ontario Council on Graduate Studies’ Principles for Graduate Supervision at Ontario Universities. [1:  To adopt: choose to take up, follow, or use. (Oxford); to start to use something new. (Cambridge)] 

Implementation 

Faculty of Graduate Studies regulations on Graduate Supervision will outline the following as an introductory sentence: “The Faculty of Graduate Studies adopts the 2023 Ontario Council on Graduate Studies’ Principles for Graduate Supervision at Ontario Universities.”
Graduate programs will be requested to share the updated Graduate Supervision webpage with their faculty colleagues for their awareness on this adoption and important resource.
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