[image: ]
	Faculty of 
Graduate Studies
Office of the Dean
230 YORK LANES
4700 KEELE ST.
TORONTO ON
CANADA  M3J 1P3
T 416 736 5521
F 416 736-5592
yorku.ca/gradstudies

	Updates to Regulations – Use of Hired/Professional Editors
Location

Use of Hired/Professional Editors (new entry, to be located at): https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/regulations/general-information/ 
Rationale

This update provides guidance to graduate students, supervisors and program administrators on the appropriateness of professional editing services impacting the major research paper/project or thesis/dissertation. Increasingly, students – in particular international students – are approached by individuals offering editing services to transform their works. Recent decanal-level conversations across Ontario graduate schools indicate that many universities now have, or are seeking to put in place, guidance around such activities. While the Faculty of Graduate Studies’ mandatory Academic Integrity Module for new students includes a section on hired editors, an accompanying regulation will best inform the graduate community on this emerging topic and the appropriate use of such services.
In consultation with the Editors’ Association of Canada, guidelines were provided on ethical editing of graduate student texts and associated procedures. This includes students seeking permission from their supervisor/advisor, which further assists them to defend their work to relevant committees and ensure academic integrity associated with securing the assistance of a hired/professional editor.
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Use of Hired/Professional Editors
In cases where a graduate student chooses to avail themselves of the support of a hired/professional editor for their major research paper/project or thesis/dissertation, written permission from their supervisor must be obtained, in keeping with recommendations by the Editors’ Association of Canada. The extent of editing provided must not exceed the guidelines set out by the Editors’ Association of Canada in its Guidelines for Ethical Editing of Graduate Student Texts. The guidelines stipulate that editing must not affect the content or structure of the work. Editing tasks are therefore limited to copy editing, stylistic editing, and proofreading. Substantive editing, which can involve extensive structural revisions and rewriting by the editor, is not permissible.
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