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SCHOOL OF KINESIOLOGY AND HEALTH SCIENCE

FACULTY OF HEALTH

OLYMPIC GAMES: HEROES AND VILLAINS AT PLAY
KINE3440 3.0 - 2024 (Winter)

Days: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00am to 11:30am	Room: ACE 009

Course Director:	Prof. Hernán E. Humaña
			358 Stong College
			hhumana@yorku.ca

Scope of the Course:
	The course is a socio-cultural and historical perspective of the Olympic Games and the main individuals involved in them.  We discuss issues, events, and participants as they have influenced the games.  As well, we will emphasize that this relationship presents many levels of interaction. In fact, it is a close relationship in which the Olympic Games, international events and athletes influence and affect each other.

	More specifically, the course will focus on the Summer Olympic Games beginning with the 1936 Berlin Olympics and finishing with the 2020-21 Tokyo Olympics.  This course attempts to place the modern Summer Olympic Games in a social, historical and political context.  In this context, Olympic athletes display their athletic prowess by either embracing the Games and their surrounding social issues or performing in a political vacuum.  Furthermore, some athletes have even attempted to change the Games and/or society, with mixed results.

Suggested Readings:
	The Nazi Olympics by Richard Mandell
	Made in America by Peter Ueberroth
	The Billion Dollar Game by Nick Auf der Maur
	The Struggle That Must Be by Harry Edwards
My Olympic Years by Lord Killanin

Method of Evaluation:
	Attendance/Participation		10% 
	Summary of Olympia I		20% (February 1st 2024 at 23:00)
	Mid-term Paper			35% (March 7th 2024 at 23:00)
	Final Exam (MC)			35% (exam period)


Calendar:  This calendar is to help you with your organization.  Be diligent with your readings.

Date			Topic
1. Tue Jan 9		Introduction and Overview
2. Thu Jan 11		Role and Importance
3. Tue Jan 16		The Unfinished Symphony
4. Thu Jan 18		Olympia I – by Leni Riefenstahl (film)
5. Tue Jan 23		1936 Berlin Olympics
6. Thu Jan 25		1948 London Olympics
7. Tue Jan 30		1952 Helsinki Olympics
8. Thu Feb 1	 	1956 Melbourne Olympics (Olympia Assignment due)
9. Tue Feb 6		1960 Rome Olympics 
10. Thu Feb 8		1964 Tokyo Olympics
11. Tue Feb 13		1968 Mexico City Olympics
12. Thu Feb 15		1972 Munich Olympics

READING WEEK FEB 17-23

13. Tue Feb 27		1976 Montreal Olympics
14. Thu Feb 29		1980 Moscow Olympics 
15. Tue Mar 5		1984 Los Angeles Olympics		
16. Thu Mar 7 		1988 Seoul Olympics (Mid-term paper due)
17. Tue Mar 12 	 	1992 Barcelona Olympics
18. Thu Mar 14	 	1996 Atlanta Olympics
19. Tue Mar 19	 	2000 Sydney Olympics
20. Thu Mar 21	 	2004 Athens Olympics
21. Tue Mar 26		2008 Beijing Olympics
22. Thu Mar 28		2012 London Olympics
23. Tue Apr 2		2016 Rio Olympics
24. Thu Apr 4		2020 Tokyo Olympics

Final Exam: During exam period (April 10 to 26, 2024)
Drop Date: March 11th, 2024
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(2000 Sydney Olympics – with Bill Walton, former NBA star and NBC commentator)

Learning Objectives:
Following this course, students will be able to:
· understand the modern Olympic Games evolution 
· explain the main political issues that have affected the Games
· identify the main culprits that have shaped the Games
· understand the discriminatory character of the Games
· propose changes to make the Games more inclusive 

Lecture Readings:

1. Role and Importance: http://olympics.pthimon.co.uk/politics.htm

Olympic Quiz  https://www.britannica.com/quiz/the-olympic-games

2. Controversies at the Olympics: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Olympic_Games_scandals_and_controversies

3. The Unfinished Symphony: http://olympic-museum.de/president/pres_ioc.html 

4. No reading – Watch Olympia I by Leni Riefenstahl

5. 1936 Berlin Olympics: http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007087 and http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/triumph/tr-olympics.htm

6. 1948 London Olympics: http://www.insidethegames.biz/history/olympics/1948-london

7. 1952 Helsinki Olympics: http://www.olympic.org/helsinki-1952-summer-olympics

8. 1956 Melbourne Olympics: http://corporate.olympics.com.au/games/1956-melbourne

9. 1960 Rome Olympics: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1960_Summer_Olympics

10. 1964 Tokyo Olympics: http://aboutjapan.japansociety.org/content.cfm/japans_rebirth_at_the_1964_tokyo_summer

11. 1968 Mexico City Olympics: http://www.infoplease.com/spot/summer-olympics-mexico-city.html 

12. 1972 Munich Olympics: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Munich_massacre

13. 1976 Montreal Olympics: https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/the-montreal-olympics


14. 1980 Moscow Games: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1980_Summer_Olympics and http://www.nytimes.com/packages/html/sports/year_in_sports/01.20.html

15. 1984 Los Angeles Games: http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/1984+Summer+Olympics

16. 1988 Seoul Games: http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/1988+Seoul+Olympics 

17. 1992 Barcelona Olympics: http://www.olympic.org/content/olympic-games/all-past-olympic-games/summer/barcelona-1992/barcelona-1992-collection/

18. 1996 Atlanta Olympics: http://www.channel4.com/news/olympic-archive-atlantas-tarnished-ream-1996 

19. 2000 Sydney Olympics: http://pandora.nla.gov.au/nph-wb/20001002130000/http://www.olympics.com/eng/index.html

20. 2004 Athens Olympics: http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport2/hi/olympics_2004/3052205.stm and http://www.olympic.org/athens-2004-summer-olympics

21. 2008 Beijing Olympics: http://www.olympic.org/beijing-2008-summer-olympics and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concerns_and_controversies_over_the_2008_Summer_Olympics

22. 2012 London Olympics: http://in.news.yahoo.com/photos/controversies-at-the-2012-london-olympic-games-slideshow/

23. 2016 Rio Olympics: https://olympic.ca/games/2016-rio/ and http://www.independent.co.uk/sport/olympics/rio-olympic-venues-disrepair-2016-brazil-worst-recession-economy-ruin-a7572786.html

24. 2020-21 Tokyo Olympics: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10455752.2020.1738053

25. 1Future of the Olympics: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alex-layman/olympics-extreme-sports_b_1519109.html and http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/olympics/encouraging-signs-for-canadas-olympic-future/article4476412/?page=all

26. Women’s gap: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/olympics/olympic-games-inch-closer-toward-gender-equity/article4475752/














































KINE3440 3.0 - 2024 (Winter)

Assignment:	Film Olympia I by Leni Riefenstahl

York Library: https://tinyurl.com/yxubgc2h
or
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HV8055dbfc&list=PLH4xcgklC0LgTSnr1tRo4A5I6lQ5ub2F7&index=1

The film is in German with English subtitles so make sure you include “Closed Captions” (cc)

Purpose: 	To critically examine this historical video using ChatGPT

Task:	Insert the following question into ChatGPT: Can you make a summary of Leni Riefenstahl's Olympia I film?

Use ChatGPT’s answer as your starting point. Then, your task is to add, expand, correct the information provided by ChatGPT. Make sure you cite all the facts from the text including the information provided by ChatGPT.  The changes and contributions added by you, including your citations, must be inserted in a different colour (yellow).  Please include a link to each on-line resource.

Place the film in a historical context, i.e., briefly explain what was going on in Germany/Europe at the time (2 pages)

	Finally, write about Leni Riefenstahl (1 page).  Include some references about her life, accomplishments, and fate after WWII. 

Due date: 	Thursday, February 1st, 2024, at 23:00pm in eClass.  Have fun!

Note: 	This assignment is worth 20% of final mark and should be four (4) pages long, size 12 font, Times New Roman and double spaced. Title page necessary. If using first person (e.g., “I”, “my”), do so sparingly.
Remember, you must always cite every source, including Power Point from class. A good balance of academic sources (i.e., journals, books, government documents, internet sites of international organizations – UN, Olympic Committee, UNESCO, etc.) and popular ones (i.e., magazines, news, internet sites) is recommended.  

Thus, you are required to use a minimum of four sources, consisting of 1) two mainstream media pieces such as newspaper articles, popular magazine articles, websites (no social media or blogs allowed); 2) two peer-reviewed academic journal articles, or two academic books (you may substitute one of your academic books for government sources if you wish); and/or material provided in class.  Finally, create an APA references page for ALL the sources you cite in your essay. For APA I strongly recommend using our Critical Skills Manual from first year or, if you don’t have it anymore, use APA instructions on line (https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/citations)












































KINE3440 3.0 - 2024 (Winter)


MID TERM PAPER

Due: Thursday, March 7th, 2024 at 23:00pm in eClass

Select ONE of the following Olympic Games: 1956 Melbourne; 1968 Mexico City; 1976 Montreal; or 1972 Munich. Once selected, you will have to answer the following questions:

1. List (do not explain) the main political issues and individuals that impacted the Olympic Games you selected (point form is required).

2. Select one political issue/individual(s) identified in question 1.  Explain and discuss in depth the impact that political issue and/or individual(s) had on the Olympic Games you selected (e.g. impact on the IOC, host city/country, athletes, sponsors, citizens, etc.).  What (if any) significant impact did that political issue/individual(s) have during the aftermath of that Olympic Games?




Due Date: 	Thursday, March 7th, 2024 at 23:00pm in eClass.  

Note: 	This is a mid-term paper worth 35% of final mark and should be maximum eight (8) pages long.  The paper will be evaluated on the basis of how well you have understood the material and applied it to the questions at hand, and on the organization, writing and thoughtfulness of your answer.  
Size 12 font, Times New Roman and double spaced. Title page is necessary. 
Use APA format (check the internet or Critical Skills Manual from KINE1000 re. what this involves e.g. text citations, footnotes, etc.) 
Remember, you must always cite every source, including Power Point from class. 


Lateness Penalty: Assignments received later than the due date will be penalized (one-half letter grade (1 grade point) per day that assignment is late).  Exceptions to the lateness penalty for valid reasons such as illness, compassionate grounds, etc., may be entertained by the Course Instructor but will require supporting documentation (e.g., a doctor’s letter).



Missed Final Exam:  Students with a documented reason for missing a course test, such as illness, compassionate grounds, etc., which is confirmed by supporting documentation (e.g., doctor’s letter) may request accommodation from the Course Instructor. (a make-up test will be organized at a time/date to be determined.) Further extensions or accommodation will require students to submit a formal petition to the Faculty. 


IMPORTANT COURSE INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS

All students are expected to familiarize themselves with the following information, available on the Senate Committee on Academic Standards, Curriculum & Pedagogy webpage (see Reports, Initiatives, Documents)  -  https://secretariat.info.yorku.ca/files/CourseInformationForStudentsAugust2012-.pdf
· Senate Policy on Academic Honesty (https://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/policies/policies/academic-honesty-senate-policy-on/) and the Academic Integrity Website (https://www.yorku.ca/unit/vpacad/academic-integrity/). 
· Ethics Review Process for research involving human participants (https://www.yorku.ca/research/human-participants/) 
· Course requirement accommodation for students with disabilities, including physical, medical, systemic, learning and psychiatric disabilities (https://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/policies/policies/academic-accommodation-for-students-with-disabilities-policy/; and https://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/policies/policies/academic-accommodation-for-students-with-disabilities-guidelines-procedures-and-definitions/) 
· Student Conduct Standards (https://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/policies/policies/code-of-student-rights-and-responsibilities-presidential-regulation/) 
· Religious Observance Accommodation (https://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/policies/policies/academic-accommodation-for-students-religious-observances-policy-guidelines-and-procedures/) 

Calumet and Stong Colleges’ Student Success Programming:
Calumet and Stong Colleges aim to support the success of Faculty of Health students through a variety of free programs throughout their university career:
· Orientation helps new students transition into university, discover campus resources, and establish social and academic networks. 
· Peer Mentoring connects well-trained upper-year students with first year and transfer students to help them transition into university.
· Course Representative Program supports the academic success and resourcefulness of students in core program courses through in-class announcements. 
· Peer-Assisted Study Sessions (PASS) involve upper-level academically successful and well-trained students who facilitate study sessions in courses that are historically challenging.  
· Peer Tutoring offers one-on-one academic support by well-trained Peer Tutors. 
· Please connect with your Course Director about any specific academic resources for this class.
· Calumet and Stong Colleges also support students’ Health & Wellness, leadership and professional skills development, student/community engagement and wellbeing, Career Exploration, Indigenous Circle, awards and recognition, and provide opportunities to students to work or volunteer.
· For additional resources/information about Calumet and Stong Colleges’ Student Success Programs, please consult our websites (Calumet College; Stong College), email scchelp@yorku.ca, and/or follow us on Instagram (Calumet College; Stong College),  Facebook (Calumet College; Stong College) and LinkedIn.
· Are you receiving our weekly email (Subject: “Calumet and Stong Colleges - Upcoming events”)? If not, please check your Inbox and Junk folders, and if it’s not there then please contact ccscadmn@yorku.ca, and request to be added to the listserv. Also, make sure  to add your ‘preferred email’ to your Passport York personal profile to make sure you receive important news and information.
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