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 JUNE 2016 CONVOCATION 
  We are pleased to announce our class of 2016 graduates:  

BACHELOR OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
WITH HONOURS     
Angelica Lu 
Avi Tej Grewal 
Brian Chu 
Farah Shamoun 
   Member of the Dean’s Honour Roll 
Jaspaul Singh 
Lisa Niskasari  
Melissa Dela Cruz Calanza 
   International Development Studies (Minor) 
Osman Hashi Awad 
Srijoni Rahman 
   Cum Laude 
   Member of the Dean’s Honour Roll 
Zalma Abdi 
   Member of the Dean’s Honour Roll 

BACHELOR OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
Arslan Khalid      
Cameron James Smith 
Helen Cheong 
   Member of the Dean’s Honour Roll 
Nathalie Gomez 
Vickrum Singh 

Public Administration Minor 
Ashley Maranda Small 
Ketevan Gelashvili 
Thushitha Kobikrishna 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
Public Policy and Management 

Aman Rattan 
Emerson Williams 
Jerry Le 
Sharon Douglas 

Professional Certificate in Public Administration 
and Law 
Breanna Williams 
Emily Nicole Owens 
Fatimat Adetokunbo Ayinla 
Fay-Anne Herod 
Kawsika Chandirarajah 
Leonnedine Estelle Policard 
Lisa Marie Koivula 
Qasid Iqbal 
Sadia Uddin 
Sakana Naguleswaran 

Professional Certificate in Public Policy Analysis 
Maher Abdurahman 

Professor Sirvan Karimi receives the 2015-2016 
Dean’s Award for Excellence in Teaching at the 
Faculty of Liberal Arts & Professional Studies 

It is my great pleasure to announce that Professor Sirvan Karimi 

has been awarded the LA&PS Dean’s Award for Excellence in 

Teaching in the contract faculty category.  

Widely known for his packed classrooms and long course waitlists, 

Professor Karimi is being recognized as a skillful teacher who has 

mastered “the art of making even the most complicated and 

difficult to understand concepts very easy to understand.” As a 

dedicated teacher, he goes above and beyond to make sure no 

student is lost in his class, they all achieve tangible learning 

targets, and excel professionally in the field of public 

administration. Therefore, Dean Ananya Mukherjee-Reed also 

acknowledges him for his dedicated mentorship of students. 

The award will be formally presented to Professor Karimi in 

September 2016 at the first meeting of the LA&PS Faculty Council. 

Congratulations to Professor Karimi on this well-deserved honour! 

– Alena Kimakova, Director, School of Public Policy &

Administration

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=congratulations+images&view=detailv2&&&id=ABEC870FFA7575AB435E28AB2A8B10ED019FFE2A&selectedIndex=2&ccid=xB1Xc1E+&simid=608054111438637401&thid=JN.4t+r70RxuW/vP19ArBq5Vg
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 MPPAL Alumnus,  

Piragal Thiru,  
nominated as Scarborough-Rouge River provincial byelection 

candidate by the Ontario Liberals 
 

 
 

Master of Public Policy, Administration & Law Graduate (Class of 2010) 

 
                                               

Complete Article available at: 
http://www.cp24.com/news/liberals-nominate-piragal 

 thiru-as-scarborough-rouge-river-byelection-candidate-1.2932314 
 

   Piragal is currently working as a Senior Policy Analyst – Diversity & Inclusion 
         with The Regional Municipality of York. 

 
Piragal’s MPPAL Alumnus profile can be found at: 

                                  http://sppa.laps.yorku.ca/alumni/profiles/mppal/ 

 

MPPAL Alumna,  

Arlene Jane Pitts,  
publishes research article “Remembering Bedford: Impacts of 

Criminalisation of Street-Based Sex Work” 
 

 
 

Master of Public Policy, Administration & Law Graduate (Class of 2015) 
 

Arlene Jane Pitts is a passionate harm reduction promoter and a sex worker activist from a 
background of lived experiences that began as a street involved youth. Arlene has been 
immersed in anti-poverty/ harm reduction and sex worker activism since the late 90's. In 2014, 
Arlene was awarded a Toronto Vital Peoples Award by the Toronto Foundation for her activism. 
She continues to be involved in other community based initiatives including completing a film 
project working alongside Brenda Longfellow, York University, on a project that focuses on sex 
workers creating short documentaries about their lives. Arlene is currently involved in a global 
consultancy with sex workers on HIV/ AIDS prevention medication PrEP that will result in 
global guidelines that will allow sex workers to participate in health policies that impact 
their lives.   
 
Abstract: Remembering Bedford is a summary of Arlene Jane Pitt’s research with 6 street-
based sex workers in Toronto, Canada. She shows how street-based sex workers demonstrate 
resistance and resilience in the face of oppressive laws in Canada. She shows the impacts of 
criminalisation and how sex workers who use drugs sometimes need to rely on their drug 
dealers for safety. This article was published as a part of Research for Sex Work 15: Resistance 
and Resilience. 

 

Complete Journal Article available at: 
http://www.nswp.org/sites/nswp.org/files/Research%20for%20Sex%20Work%2015%2C%20NS

WP%20-%202016_1.pdf 

 

http://www.cp24.com/news/liberals-nominate-piragal%20thiru-as-scarborough-rouge-river-byelection-candidate-1.2932314
http://www.cp24.com/news/liberals-nominate-piragal%20thiru-as-scarborough-rouge-river-byelection-candidate-1.2932314
http://sppa.laps.yorku.ca/alumni/profiles/mppal/
http://www.nswp.org/sites/nswp.org/files/Research%20for%20Sex%20Work%2015%2C%20NSWP%20-%202016_1.pdf
http://www.nswp.org/sites/nswp.org/files/Research%20for%20Sex%20Work%2015%2C%20NSWP%20-%202016_1.pdf
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Experience Your Life Expo 
 

Thousands of work, travel, volunteer and study   
opportunities that are changing lives and making the world 
a better place. Attendees will have the chance of a lifetime 
to connect with 60 iconic organizations from Canada and 
around the globe who are Making a Difference!   
 
These organizations include; the United Nations, Doctors 
Without Borders, Plan Canada, Cross Cultural 
Solutions, Girl Guides of Canada, Projects Abroad, 
RCMP and many others!  
 
Our exhibitors are leaders in their industries and you can 
find the full list at:  www.experienceyourlife.ca 
 
Registration can be found at: 
www.experienceyourlife.eventbrite.ca    
 
Registered attendees will be entered into Prize Draws 
worth over $4000 including trips donated by our exhibitors 
 

   

 

Manager, Sector Strategy 
Ministry of Economic Development, Employment and Infrastructure/ 
Ministry of Research and Innovation, Government of Ontario 
Salary range: $93,050 - $106,350 per year. Location: 900 Bay Street, Toronto  
 

Consider this exciting and challenging opportunity to work with the Ministry of Economic 
Development, Employment and Infrastructure and Ministry of Research and Innovation, where you 
will provide leadership in the development and delivery of key economic policies and services 
delivered by the Sector Strategy Branch. The Sector Strategy Branch is responsible for developing 
and executing economic and innovation frameworks (such as sector strategies, industry cluster 
plans, and brain belt initiatives) and providing advice on strategic economic and innovation policy 
options.  

Please click here to view details: http://www.ipac.ca/ADM-11035  
 

Director, Facilities and Capital Planning Branch 
Ontario Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services 
Salary range: $115,000- $131,450 per year. Location: 25 Grosvenor Street, Toronto 
 

As Director, Facilities and Capital Planning Branch, you will provide corporate strategic leadership 
and direction to such areas as controllership, facilities management, lease administration, capital 
planning and implementation, strategic accommodation planning and security. You will be 
responsible for leading one of the largest and most complex accommodation portfolios in the  
Ontario Public Service.    
Please click here to view details: http://www.ipac.ca/Director-11036  

 

Standards Development Officer 
Ontario Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services 
Salary Range: $68,536 - $100,994 per year. Location: Toronto 
 

Are you looking for an opportunity to develop policies and programs that will have a lasting and 
positive impact on health, social well-being, community safety and the administration of justice? Do 
you like to plan, develop, and lead working groups with multiple ministries, different levels of 
government and external stakeholders? Do you thrive in a fast-paced environment that offers a wide 
range of opportunities to apply your problem-solving skills to resolve complex issues? Then consider 
this exciting opportunity with the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services, External 
Relations Branch and the chance to lead a priority, change management project.   

Please click here to view details: http://www.ipac.ca/officer-11389 
 

Assistant Director, Communications 
Cabinet Office – Ontario   
Salary Range: $93,050 - $106,350 per year. Location: 99 Wellesley Street West, Toronto 
 

We're looking for a leader who can oversee a results-focused team of communications professionals, 
provide strategic advice to senior leaders, manage complex issues and deliver first-rate integrated 
communications services. Cabinet Office Communications provides strategic advice, support and 
analysis to the Premier's Office on communications. It manages the linkages regarding 
communications between the Premier's Office and ministries.  

Please click here to view details: http://www.ipac.ca/AssistantDirector-11038 

    
   

 

Stay 

connected 

with SPPA 

 

Facebook: 
/YorkUSPPA 

 
Twitter:  

@YorkUSPPA 
 
 

 

*If you wish to 

unsubscribe from the 

SPPA Newsletter, please 

send a reply email to 

lapssppa@yorku.ca 

asking to be removed 

from the mailing list. 

Thank you. 

  

http://enap2016.weebly.com/english.html
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http://www.experienceyourlife.eventbrite.ca/
http://www.ipac.ca/ADM-11035
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