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Purpose

• Immigration is transforming 
cities in Canada and around the 
world.
• Immigration in cities is relevant 

to all of us, Canadian-born and 
immigrant alike.
• Examining immigration and cities 

reveals societal inequalities and 
inequities.

World Economic Forum 2017.



COVID-19 and Immigration North West 
neighbourhoods home 
to many immigrants, 
e.g., 63% in York 
University Heights.

• Frontline workers
• Large households in 

rental units
• Isolated, long 

commutes on transit
• Policy failures



Vaccination by Neighbourhood and Age

Brown et al. 2021, https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/covid-19-vaccination-strategy-for-ontario-using-age-and-neighbourhood-based-prioritization/



City of Toronto, 2022, https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-pandemic-data/



Immigrants 
still  in 

gateway 
cities

Future is in 
medium and 
small cities

Preston, McLafferty and Maciejewska, 2022



Immigration and Cities: Global Perspectives

World Economic Forum, 2017.



Immigrants Building Cities

Immigrants 
increasingly 

in 905

In Toronto, 
immigrants on 
northwest and 
eastern edges

Preston and Ray 2019.



BlogTO.com



Immigrants in a Pandemic: TASS

• Established by 
Ahmadiyya immigrants

• Services for all ages & 
ethnicities in Vaughan 
and York Region

• Emphasis on IT solutions
• Technology, Access, and 

Support for Seniors 
(TASS)



Immigrants in a Pandemic: Vaccination



QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

Thank you
https://bmrc-irmu.info.yorku.ca/


