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Framework: Migrant Legibility as Dynamic Assemblage

What you need to know What s this research ahout?

Canada has moved towards a ‘two-step’ In order to gain a deeper understanding of the obstacles
immigrant  selection process, whereby migrants face when seeking permanent residence in

more than half of all new permanent . .
residents are selected from the growing Canada, we developed an analytical framework for exploring
number of temporary residents living in and interpreting factors that impact immigration trajectories.
Canada. Applying for permanent residence Drawing upon theories of bordering, state legibility, and
within Canada, however, requires migrants non-citizen assemblage, this framework attends to the

to demonstrate their “legibility” (i.e. official dynamic, unpredictable, and heterogeneous nature of the
recognition) to the state, as they navigate S .

the complex and ever-changing laws immigration processes. We also use two case studies to
regulations, bureaucratic processes, and illustrate the often hidden forms of legal and bureaucratic
informal social networks needed to violence migrants face as they navigate intersecting
successfully apply for permanent oppressions embedded within Canada’s two-step

residence. immigration approach.

How was the research carried out?

This research collaboration was supported by the Building Migrant Resilience in Cities SSHRC Partnership. Academic
and community-based researchers in Ontario and Quebec came together to share insights from research conducted
with immigrants who have different forms of precarious status in Canada. By reviewing empirical data collected through
five studies over the past decade, we identified theoretical threads to inform a conceptual model for analyzing dynamic
and heterogeneous "transitions in immigration status."
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What have we learned from the research?

While Canada continues to attract migrants from around
the world who seek refuge, economic opportunities, and
a better life, in order to qualify for permanent residence
from within Canada, migrants must negotiate complex
and often confounding information and relationships
within state bureaucracies among their informal and
professional networks. The bureaucratic requirements
required to demonstrate one’s legibility as a deserving
migrant, furthermore, require often-invisible labour as
people learn how to successfully move through an
immigration system that is characterized by historic and
ongoing patterns of imperial, colonial, racial and
gendered ordering. We argue that the dynamic
assemblage of bordering through these everyday
encounters, masks sites of bureaucratic violence, when
people’s economic, social, and political rights, if not their
humanity, is denied.

How can you use this research?

This study offers a conceptual framework for educators,
researchers, and policy makers to consider how
immigration pathways are shaped by complex informal
and bureaucratic relationships. Understanding the
vulnerability and exploitation that migrants face in
Canada’s “two-step” immigration system, is crucial to
developing fair and just policies that protect the rights of
all individuals, regardless of their immigration status. A
deeper understanding of the consequences of
precarious migration associated with Canada’s two-step
migration system can also lead to more compassionate
and inclusive immigration policies, that recognize
migrants’ agency and resilience as they move through
dynamic, unpredictable, and often uncertain paths to
permanent residence.

The Transitions in Immigration Status working group is
led by Rupaleem Bhuyan and Jill Hanley, and includes
Lindsay Larios, Delphine Nakache, and Sonia Ben
Soltane, Cathy Schmidt, Heather Bergen, and Oula
Hajjar. Thanks to Margarita-Pintin Perez for her
contributions to the development of this work.

Learn more

For more information, see: Larios, L., Bhuyan, R.,
Schmidt, C., Bergen, H., (in press). Bordering
non-citizenship assemblage through migrant legibility:

A conceptual framework for tracing hidden forms of legal
and bureaucratic violence. International Journal of
Migration and Border Studies.
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