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How was the research carried out?

Detailed information about the social characteristics and jobs of employed people was taken from the 2016 Canadian
Census of Population. The usual means of transportation to work was compared for recent immigrants, established
immigrants, and Canadian-born workers living in large metropolitan areas (Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver), medium
metropolitan areas with populations between 230,000 and 1,400,000, and small metropolitan areas. Logistic
regressions predicting mode choices were estimated separately for each location. The analysis reveals recent
immigrants’ transportation modes and their determinants differ among metropolitan areas.
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What have we learned from the research?

In all metropolitan areas, recent immigrants are more
likely than other workers to commute by active modes
(cycling and walking) as well as transit. Recent
immigrants’ use of public transit and active commuting
modes declines from large to medium and small
metropolitan areas where commuting by car
predominates. Even in small and medium metropolitan
areas, recent immigrants are still more likely than other
workers to use transit and active modes.

For recent immigrants, reliance on the car is higher for
men, people who identify as White, and workers who
are married or have dependent children at home. In
contrast, women, workers who are not married, people
who identify as racial minorities and workers who do not
have dependent children use transit and active modes
more than other workers in all sizes of metropolitan area.
The coefficients describing the effects of each social
characteristic on transportation mode are different in
each type of metropolitan area. Men are always more
likely to drive to work than women, but the impacts of
other characteristics vary.

Policies aiming to disperse immigrants to small and
medium cities policies must consider access to
transportation infrastructure. Affordable, reliable, and
frequent public transit and well-developed
pedestrian-friendly infrastructure for walking and biking
are needed to reduce the mobility inequality experienced
by recent immigrants, especially women. Ensuring
geographical access to jobs for recent immigrants
requires policies tailored to address the specific mobility
challenges facing male and female immigrant workers in
large, medium and small metropolitan areas.

How can you use this research?

This research is useful to anyone interested in the
employment challenges faced by recent immigrants. The
findings demonstrate how the urban environment affects
immigrant resilience. The impacts of gender and other
social characteristics on immigrants’ work trips vary from
large to small metropolitan areas. Regionalization policies
that address economic and demographic challenges in
small and medium-sized cities by encouraging the
settlement of recent immigrants must take account of
transportation infrastructure. Adequate public
transportation, pedestrian-friendly streets, and safe
biking lanes are essential to ensure recent immigrants
have equitable geographical access to jobs wherever
they settle and to help Canada meet its targets for
greenhouse gas emissions.

Who is leading this research?

Valerie Preston, Professor Emerita and Senior Scholar,
Environmental and Urban Change, York University, Sara
McLafferty, Professor Emerita, University of lllinois,
Urbana-Champaign, and Monika Maciejewska, Senior
Researcher, Universitat Autbonoma de Barcelona.

Learn more

V. Preston, S. McLafferty, and M. Maciejewska (2023).
Regionalization and Recent Immigrants’ Access to Jobs:
An Analysis of Commuting in Canadian Metropolitan
Areas, Geoforum, 144.

bmrc-irmu.info.yorku.ca


http://bmrc-irmu.info.yorku.ca

	head2: Regionalization and Recent Immigrants’ Access to Jobs
	subhead2: An Analysis of Commuting in Canadian Metropolitan Areas
	Image1_af_image: 
	caption1: Photo by Jason Ng on Unsplash
	txt1: Growing numbers of international migrants live outside Canada’s biggest cities. Attractive job opportunities and federal and provincial policies encourage immigrants to settle in medium and small cities. Car-centric, these cities often lack public transportation and infrastructure for walking and biking. This study compares the transportation modes that immigrant and Canadian-born workers use in each size of city. It identifies gaps in transportation infrastructure that can undermine the resilience of recent immigrants, especially women, in medium and small cities.
	txt2: During their first ten years in Canada, immigrants often rely on public transportation to get to work. We ask what happens to recent immigrants who live in medium and small cities with limited rapid transit, sparse and infrequent buses, and few sidewalks and bike lanes. The study compares the percentages of newcomers, established immigrant and Canadian-born workers who commute by car, public transportation, and biking or walking in large, medium and small cities. The findings demonstrate how infrastructure affects resilience. They show that transportation modes on work trips and mobility challenges for recent immigrants differ in small, medium, and large cities. 
	txt3: Detailed information about the social characteristics and jobs of employed people was taken from the 2016 Canadian Census of Population. The usual means of transportation to work was compared for recent immigrants, established immigrants, and Canadian-born workers living in large metropolitan areas (Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver), medium metropolitan areas with populations between 230,000 and 1,400,000, and small metropolitan areas. Logistic regressions predicting mode choices were estimated separately for each location. The analysis reveals recent immigrants’ transportation modes and their determinants differ among metropolitan areas. 
	subhead1: Summer 2024
	txt5: In all metropolitan areas, recent immigrants are more likely than other workers to commute by active modes (cycling and walking) as well as transit. Recent immigrants’ use of public transit and active commuting modes declines from large to medium and small metropolitan areas where commuting by car predominates. Even in small and medium metropolitan areas, recent immigrants are still more likely than other workers to use transit and active modes. 

For recent immigrants, reliance on the car is higher for men, people who identify as White, and workers who are married or have dependent children at home. In contrast, women, workers who are not married, people who identify as racial minorities and workers who do not have dependent children use transit and active modes more than other workers in all sizes of metropolitan area. The coefficients describing the effects of each social characteristic on transportation mode are different in each type of metropolitan area. Men are always more likely to drive to work than women, but the impacts of other characteristics vary.

Policies aiming to disperse immigrants to small and medium cities policies must consider access to transportation infrastructure. Affordable, reliable, and frequent public transit and well-developed pedestrian-friendly infrastructure for walking and biking are needed to reduce the mobility inequality experienced by recent immigrants, especially women. Ensuring geographical access to jobs for recent immigrants requires policies tailored to address the specific mobility challenges facing male and female immigrant workers in large, medium and small metropolitan areas.


	txt4: This research is useful to anyone interested in the employment challenges faced by recent immigrants. The findings demonstrate how the urban environment affects immigrant resilience. The impacts of gender and other social characteristics on immigrants’ work trips vary from large to small metropolitan areas. Regionalization policies that address economic and demographic challenges in small and medium-sized cities by encouraging the settlement of recent immigrants must take account of transportation infrastructure. Adequate public transportation, pedestrian-friendly streets, and safe biking lanes are essential to ensure recent immigrants have equitable geographical access to jobs wherever they settle and to help Canada meet its targets for greenhouse gas emissions. 
	txt6: Valerie Preston, Professor Emerita and Senior Scholar, Environmental and Urban Change, York University, Sara McLafferty, Professor Emerita, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, and Monika Maciejewska, Senior Researcher, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona.
	txt7: V. Preston, S. McLafferty, and M. Maciejewska (2023). Regionalization and Recent Immigrants’ Access to Jobs: An Analysis of Commuting in Canadian Metropolitan Areas, Geoforum, 144. 


