Housing
Refugees:

What Have We
Learned?
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Are asylum seekers crossing
into Canada illegally? A look at
facts behind the controversy
Sudbury business owner turns to skilled immigrants to
address labour shortage
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Housing Refugees and Asylum-Seekers

* Refugees and Asylum-Seekers in Canada
and Toronto CMA

* Housing Trends in Toronto
* Housing Syrian refugees

 What we learned from housing Syrian
refugees



Who is a refugee, who is an asylum
seeker

Refugees Asylum-seekers

R ped
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Recognized as Convention refugee or in Claim to be Convention refugee/ need
need of protection outside Canada of protection
Permanent resident on arrival Make claim in Canada

Temporary
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Refugees & Asylum-Seekers
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Numbers peaked in
2017 and 2018, with
about 50,000 claims

Land crossings are
declining

Most claims are
made at airports
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Toronto CMA, Newcomers 2011-2016
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Immigrants in Toronto Suburbs

Toronto CMA Municipalities with Highest

Shares of Foreign-born Population, 2011 & 2016
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Average Nightly Number of Asylum-
Seekers in Toronto Shelters
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Labour Market Challenges

Chart 25

Core-aged university-educated immigrants: Wage-gap narrows progressively as time since landing increases,
2006 to 2017
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Source: Labour Force Survey, custom tabulations.



4 The Conference Board Le Conference Board National Immigration Centre
of Canada du Canada

Mind the Gap.
Immigrants Struggle in Canada’s Labour Market
Despite Their Many Skills
v O B Supply of Talent And Yet ...
D I S P‘ \ R I I I E S 38% of immigrants are Just 24% of foreign-educated
E==N university-trained compared with % immigrants work in the regulated

(e 24% of the Canadian-born profession for which they were trained

—_—
B O I ( P =
Half of Canada’s PhD holders are immigrants University-trained immigrants are tWIC€ as

likely to be unemployed as the Canadian-born
MMIGRANTS :
Y 4 EV Canada has a very The immigrant earnings gap
selective immigration process @ has been growing for decades

The Costs Are High =
=

R I R $10.1 billion to 20.6%
E U G E E S & i $12.7 billion Earnings gap between
E - university-trained immigrants

Annual earnings lost and the Canadian-born
by immigrants due to

learning recognition gaps -
A SY L U IVI = Q @immigrationCBoC
Sources: The Conference Board of Canada; Statistics Canada. conferenceboard.ca
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Toronto Housing:
Low Vacancy Rates

Average Rental Apartment Vacancy Rates
Greater TorontoArea: 2007 to 2017
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Toronto CMA Housing: High Rents

A What does it cost
$ to live in Toronto?

Avg. market rent: Avg. market rent: Avg. market rent:

$876 $1,067 $1,251

To afford the To afford the To afford the
apartment, a apartment, a apartment, a
household must household must household must
earn at least: earn at least: earn at least:
$35,840 $42,680 $50,040
per year per year per year
or: or: or:
$17.23 $20.52 $24.06
per hour per hour per hour
Minimum wage ODSP housing OW housing
earnings: allowance: allowance:
$22,880/year $479 (single) $376 (single)

$11/hour $753 (couple) $602 (couple)
$816 (couple + $655 (couple +
Max rent: $572 child) child)

Prepared by the Ontario Non-Profit Housing Association with statistics from
CMHC's “Average Market Rents 2014.” ‘Toronto’ includes Toronto CMA.



Average wait time (years)

: Peel 8.45 years
Social York 5.79
Housing Branford 5.44
Is NOT Toronto 5.00
Available Ottawa 4.52

Durham 4.20
Hamilton 3.08
Halton 3.04
Sudbury 1755
Chatham Kent 0.50

SOURCE: Ontario Non-Profit Housing Association
TORONTO STAR GRAPHIC




* Housing challenges
— Rapid unpredictable

Housing Syrian Refugees

arrivals

— High need

— Low income

Housing needed to be

affordable
suitable
adequate

Refugee advocates worry about rent costs as more
than 900 refugees set to arrive

Just over 300 refugees per month to arrive before the end of December

CBC News - September 27, 2016

The Knaifa family fied their bombed out apartment in Syria and relocated to Winnipeg almast a year aga. They

are happy here and boking for a larger place to ve. (Manitoba interfaith Immigration Council inc.)

With more than 300 refugees set to arrive in Manitoba befare the end of December, Rita
Chahal is worried aboul where they will live. She Says il a rent supplement under Lthe forrmer
NDP government & not revived, she doesn’t knaw haw newcomers will be able to pay their
rent without dipping into their food maney or federal child beneli.



Success Iin Toronto

Two and a half years after arrival,
79% of Syrian newcomers continue
to live in the same home they moved
into from temporary housing. 68%
are happy with their present
accommodations.

(Making Canada Home, 2019)



PUBLIC SUPPORT: VOLUNTEERS,
DONATIONS, SPONSORSHIP

Volunteer Recruitment
Syrian Refugee Initiative

Nova Scotians
_L offered to volunteer

\WelcomeRefugees

Repliedtoa
volunteer survey by

Nova Scotians received a
free criminal record check
through

Donate. Volunteer. Sponsor.

All Canadians can help welcome
Syrian refugees. Get involved.

have registered through
and are active
in volunteer roles

total number of
*g volunteers involved in the
Syrian Refugee Initiative




CORPORATE INVOLVEMENT
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Local landlords step up to help Syrian
refugees find homes in Ottawa

JACQUIZ MILLER, OTTAWX CITIZEN

More from Jecuie Miler, Ottsws Cecen

16 7544 P EST

Ottawa refuges experts predicted that finding housing for the
Syrianz now flooding into the city would be a major problem They
are arriving in abunch, familiez are large, and there'z already a
shortage of affordable housing.

But local lancllors have steppad up to help, and it hasn't turned out to be that drfficult so far. That's
the general consensus among a range of paople interviewec. More than half the refugees sponscred
by the federal government who have arrved since December, for instance, have found 2 place to
Inve. Ottawa has welcomed government-sponsored 737 Syran refugees, and 405 of them have
maved nto their cwn apartments or townhcusas, said Chamrouen Lay, the manager of Maison
Sophi refuges settlement house.

Usually refugees spend a manth in temparary lodging while staff help them acpust to Canaca and
find 2 place to Ive. But the Synans, who are haused at Maison Scphia and three Ottawa hotels, have
been moving nto parmanent housing within two or three weeks, says Lay. Settlement staff have to
makce room for newcomers — there could be 2s many as 400 meore Syran refugees arrving by the
end of the menth, he saic. But while it's baan harder to find houses for large farmiies, there's been
no bottlaneck.



MULTISECTORAL, SUSTAINED
COLLABORATION

Expert dans les qud
touchant les immi
et les réfugid

Défenseur ¢
servant 1es




INNOVATION BY IMMIGRANT-SERVING

ORGANIZATIONS

Winnipeg Toronto

Expanded transitional
housing rapidly and flexibly

Increased number of units
approved for rent

00§

supplements WOODGREEN
Obtained more rent

supplements II.O.M.E
Additional staff Housing Opportunities

] & Marketplace Exchange
Learned how to train and " .

manage volunteers



What Can We Learn?

* Newcomer integration is

difficult and prolonged BUT

it can be facilitated when:

— Supported broadly by
public

— Rooted in institutional
collaboration

— Promotes innovation with
resources and
encouragement

— Locally tailored

* Lessons benefit many
marginalized groups
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MAKING CANADA HOME:
THE SYRIAN REFUGEE
RESETTLEMENT INITIATIVE

TWO YEARS AFTER ARRIVAL




THANK YOU

Building Migrant Resilience in Cities/ Immigration et résilience en milieu urbain
bmrc-irmu@yorku.ca

Valerie Preston, York University
vpreston@yorku.ca
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More Minorities

India
Philippines

China, People's Republic of

Syria

United States of America

Pakistan

France

Nigeria

United Kingdom and Overseas Territories
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NEW UNDERSTANDINGS OF
SETTLEMENT

* Immigration policies assume skills, work
experience & education are key to successful

settlement

* Principal applicants in economic class are chosen
on basis of human capital. They do better than
other classes of immigrants, particularly if they
have Canadian experience before settling BUT...



Settlement is Complicated...

Dynamic
Contextual

— When, where and how newcomers arrive

Multidimensional

Multiscalar



