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If you would like to share a recent publication, event, or other news through our weekly newsletter, please send an email to tubman@yorku.ca with the appropriate information. Past newsletters can be
found here. 
 

News, Updates, Publications 
Tubman Faculty Fellow Oghenowede Eyawo named one of world’s most cited researchers by Stanford University

An associate professor in York’s School of Global Health, Eyawo – who was named among the most cited researchers in the world earlier this year – specializes in
precision-based global health and the application of epidemiological methods to examine patterns of morbidity, mortality and health inequities among vulnerable
populations.
 
In particular, Eyawo’s research focuses on infectious diseases – especially HIV/AIDS – as well as their intersections with social, political and economic determinants of
health. His work aims to broaden understanding of issues affecting marginalized populations worldwide and develop solutions to address global health challenges.
 
Read the full YFile article here.
 
 
HTI Journal of African and African Diasporic Studies/ La revue des études sur l'Afrique et la diaspora africaine

An official journal of the Harriet Tubman Institute for Research on Africa and its Diasporas, the HTI Journal of African and African Diasporic Studies (JAADS) is an international, peer-reviewed, and
bilingual journal that publishes research that advances our understanding of African people and African-descended people across the diaspora. More information about publishing guidelines can be
found on our website here.
The Harriet Tubman Institute offers the following support:

Mentorship support for first-time publishers and students
Preliminary review of written work before submission for first-time publishers and students
Opportunity to share published work at a Tubman Talks
Network for support and collaboration through the Graduate Students Caucus
Platform to share your research (not limited to the journal publication)

If you would like to join the Tubman JAADS Committee as a reviewer, send us an email (tubman@yorku.ca)! Papers will be assigned to reviewers based on the relevant field & topic.
 
Room Booking & Study Spaces at The Harriet Tubman Institute (Third Floor, York Lanes, Keele Campus)
Resource Room (314 York Lanes) – cap. 30
Study Room (316 York Lanes) – cap. 1
Meeting Room (332 York Lanes) – cap. 4
Graduate Caucus Study Rooms (325 & 327 York Lanes) (for HTI Research Associates only)
Open study space (does not require a booking)
 
Open weekdays 8:30am-4:30pm. After hour access requires a YU Card.
 
The Resource Room Booking form can be found here. All other booking requests can be sent to tubman@yorku.ca with your name, date, and time of the request in the subject line.    
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Tubman Events
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Film Screening Series
The Harriet Tubman Institute is pleased to work with the Centre for Indigenous Knowledges and Languages to host the upcoming National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Film Screening Series at the
Tubman Resource Room (314 York Lanes). This is a 3-day event schedule, as part of York University’s National Day for Truth and Reconciliation events. Please see the full schedule below.
 
More information about York University’s National Day for Truth and Reconciliation can be found here: https://www.yorku.ca/about/national-day-for-truth-and-reconciliation/
Event registration form: https://president.apps01.yorku.ca/forms/view.php?id=280826
 
Smudging Program
The Centre for Indigenous Knowledges and Languages offers a Smudging Program for anyone who wants to start their week off with a smudge. This takes place every Tuesday from 11:30-12:30. Please
feel free to stop by the CIKL Boardroom (353B York Lanes)! 
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Open House & Networking Event
Date: October 3rd, 2024
Time: 12-2pm
     Open House: 12-1pm
     Networking Event: 1-2pm
Location: Tubman Resource Room 314 York Lanes, 3rd Floor York Lanes, York University, Keele Campus
 
Register Here
 
The Harriet Tubman Institute will be hosting its yearly Open House! It will take place in the Resource Room, 314 York Lanes. The first portion of the event will include welcomes and introductions from
the Director, Dr. Salewa Olawoye, the Associate Director, Dr. Ruth Rodney, and representatives on the Executive Committee. We will discuss activities planned for the upcoming year and how to get
involved. The second portion of the event will include networking activities where you will meet Tubman members involved in interdisciplinary research related to Africa and African Diaspora. This
event will be held in-person. All are welcome!
 

 
 

‘Rethinking Good Intentions’, with Nancy Edwards
Date: Tuesday, October 8, 2024
Time: 1-3pm EST
Location: Sandra Faire and Ivan Fecan Theatre, York University.
 

Get your complimentary Oct. 8th tickets here!
 
In this solo story-telling play, Nancy Edwards – a Canadian community health nurse – takes us to the rural villages of Sierra Leone in the late ‘70s and early ‘80s. Her heart-felt stories of village life convey
the ravages of tuberculosis; threats of witchcraft; and tragedies of deaths related to pregnancy, childbirth, and newborn tetanus. She celebrates mothers and local advocates for health
improvements. While acknowledging her role as a cultural outsider, Nancy takes us behind-the-scenes and shares how her West African experiences shaped her life and research career.
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This play is based on a portion of Nancy’s memoir, Not One, Not Even One: A Memoir of Life-Altering Experiences in Sierra Leone, West Africa (FriesenPress 2022, 318 pages).​
 
The performance will be followed by a panel of discussants at York University, including Salewa Olawoye (director, Tubman Institute), James Orbinski (director, Dahdaleh Institute), David Peters (dean,
Faculty of Health), and Mary Wiktorowicz (chair & associate director, Dahdaleh Institute).
 
A co-sponsored event with the Faculty of Health, the School of Global Health, and the Harriet Tubman Institute for Research on Africa and its Diasporas.
 

DEI: The Good, The Bad, and The Performative
Date: Thursday, October 10 at 2:30 p.m. with reception to follow
Location: Founders Assembly Hall - 152 Founders College
York University, Keele Campus
Register by September 30, 2024
The School of Gender, Sexuality & Women’s Studies invites you to join our Annual Lecture featuring a roundtable discussion on the possibilities and limitations of institutionalized Diversity, Equality &
Inclusion initiatives.
Featured speakers:

Ginella Massa, Broadcast Journalist & Media Consultant

Desmond Cole, Journalist, Activist and Author of The Skin We’re In

Dr. Nadiya Ali, Assistant Professor of Sociology, Trent University

Somar Abuaziza, President of Palestine Solidarity Collective 
Visit the event page for more information and full speaker bios. 
The School of Gender, Sexuality & Women’s Studies
Faculty of Liberal Arts & Professional Studies
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Upcoming York Events and News
Racial Justice, Queer & Trans Activism, and Parental Rights Movement in Canada
Date: September 24, 2024
Time: 12:00pm – 1:30pm MT
Location: Online
Register: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/b1d1a51e-948d-4ac8-b9cf-47d5cb11c5cd@a893bdd2-f460-4252-aa34-4d057436a09d
 
We’re honoured to have two distinguished speakers to join us for this discussion:
 
Natalie Kouri-Towe (she/her), Associate Professor, Simone de Beauvoir Institute 
Lee Airton (they/them) Associate Professor, Gender and Sexuality Studies in Education, Queen's University
 
In 2023, the rise of the “parental rights” movement launched a series of demonstrations under the banner of the “1 Million March 4 Children” in opposition to sex and gender-inclusive
education in Canada. A series of new groups and informal networks mobilized hundreds of protesters in cities across Canada, including far-right, white supremacist, and Christian groups
alongside Muslims and racialized immigrants—a surprising development given the largely Islamophobic and anti-immigrant sentiment that has been emblematic of Canada’s far right until
now.
 
Meanwhile, counter-protesters, largely comprised of queer and trans people and their allies, found themselves in a disturbing racial divide between predominantly white queer and trans
activism on one side, and immigrant and racialized communities on the other, marking a rupture in the intersectional politics of cross-racial solidarity that has shaped much activism in
Canadian cities like Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver, and Ottawa in the past decades.
 
This talk considers how queer and trans rights, access to education and affirming healthcare, transnational circuits, rising far-right discourses, and the mobilization of diasporic and religious
minority communities in Canada converge to propose a series of interventions in response to the parental rights movement by drawing on a model of solidarity informed by racial justice.
 
YCAR’s Annual Welcome (Back) Event
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2025
Time: 3:00pm – 5:00pm ET
Location: 519 Kaneff Tower, York University
Register: https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=GBNTNBFw1E-H8KQ4FsSb0DU80mEDFrZKkR-7B1wuPhlUN0RXRFg5VUtKQkY3RFY3VTBCV1hNQU4xUy4u&route=shorturl
 
We warmly invite all York students, faculty and visitors interested in Asia/Diasporas to the York Centre for Asian Research’s annual Welcome (Back) event.
 
Drop by for refreshments and snacks, meet with members of our research community, and learn more about what is happening in YCAR in the year ahead.
 
York University Psychology Clinic
We are excited to share some opportunities available this fall at the York University Psychology Clinic. We are a training clinic located on the Keele campus at York U, with some services
available virtually. We offer therapy and assessment services to children, adolescents, adults, couples, and families. Most services are provided by MA and PhD students in the clinical
psychology programs at York U and all services are supervised by a registered psychologist. Services are offered at a reduced rate of $165 per hour with student clinicians. Most employee
health benefit plans provide coverage for psychological services (including most full-time York students, faculty, and staff). No referral is necessary; clients/families can contact us directly to
set up an intake session. 
This fall, we currently have some spaces available for clients to start in September/October for the following services:

Adult Therapy related to a range of goals/concerns (e.g., managing anxiety, depression, challenges with academics, personal growth and identity, grief, etc.)
Family Therapy
Child and Adult Neuropsychological Assessment

Priority is given to York University students, staff, faculty, and their families. 
Anyone interested can email yupc@yorku.ca to book an intake appointment. For more information about the clinic, please check out our website: www.yorku.ca/health/yupc/
 
The Global Labour Research Centre (GLRC) at York University, with the co-sponsorship of the Centre for Research on Latin America
and the Caribbean (CERLAC), Department of Sociology, and Resource Centre for Public Sociology (RCPS), is presenting a talk on:
Resistance and Food Delivery Platforms in the Global South:  Latin American and Caribbean migrant workers using social media as a
tool of resistance 
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by Macarena Bonhomme, Associate Professor at the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Universidad Autónoma de Chile, and GLRC Faculty Associate.
 
Date: September 25, 2024
Time: 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
Location: Kaneff Tower - Room 626, York University
 
For an abstract of the talk, please see https://www.yorku.ca/research/glrc/events/resistance-and-food-delivery-platforms-global-south/
 
Virtual Brown Bag Session - Research Involving Social Media Platforms
Date: Thursday, September 26, 2024
Time: 11am EST
Location: Zoom
Meeting ID: 986 2305 3086
 
The Office of Research Ethics (ORE) will be holding a virtual research ethics session for Research Involving Social Media Platforms on Thursday, September 26, 2024, at 11:00 am.
 
The session will cover the recently released interpretations from the Panel on Research Ethics, HPRC guidelines, and offer a Q&A session. Faculty and students are both welcome.
 
Please see the attached flyer for the Zoom link. 
 
If you have any questions, please email ore@yorku.ca. 
 

 
Resource Centre for Public Sociology: Graduate Forum on Learning from Liminality 
Date: Saturday, September 28, 2024
Time: 9am to 4pm
Location: Online
Registration: See “Learning from Liminality program” attached to join a session.
 
The Resource Centre for Public Sociology, York University, will be presenting a Graduate Forum on Learning from Liminality – a free online event taking place 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Saturday, September 28, 2024.
 
Inspired by Gloria Anzaldúa’s words, "Voyager, there are no bridges, one builds them as one walks," this forum seeks to understand how individuals and communities
encounter, negotiate, and transform within transitional spaces, and how these spaces may foster imagination, resistance, and new connections—or give rise to new configurations of
power and domination. The forum also considers how public sociologists and scholars from diverse fields may participate more meaningfully in the liminal space of university-
community relations.
 
The program book, including links to all our sessions, is attached. In it, you will find that the programs/specializations represented are:

 
Education: Language, Culture & Teaching  •  Environmental Studies

Gender, Feminist & Women’s Studies  •  Health  •  History
Humanities •  Linguistics & Applied Linguistics

Joint York-TMU Program in Communication & Culture  • Political Science
Psychology (Historical, Theoretical and Critical Studies of Psychology)

Social & Political Thought  •  Social Work  •  Socio-Legal Studies
Sociology  •  Visual Arts

 
Come and join us for a series of lively cross-disciplinary conversations! Please share this news with your networks!
 
CFR Annual Meet and Greet
Date: Wednesday, October 9, 2024
Time: 3:00pm - 4:30pm ET
Location: 626 Kaneff Tower (Keele Campus) 
Please RSVP to cfr@yorku.ca
 
Meet the new CFR Director and connect with CFR associates at the CFR’s annual meet and greet! If you are curious about joining the Centre or ones of its research clusters, have ideas for events or
research grants for the year ahead, or just want to chat with other feminist researchers at York University, this is the perfect opportunity to connect. 
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Please RSVP to CFR Coordinator Andi Schwartz at cfr@yorku.ca
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Other Events
Seeking Black women and Black gender-diverse people for research on sexual difficulties
SHAPE Hub poster attached.
The Sexual Health Research Laboratory at Queen’s University (Kingston, ON, Canada) is seeking individuals to participate in a knowledge mobilization project that aims to identify research priority areas
from the perspective of Black women and gender-diverse people experiencing sexual difficulties. We are emailing you because your organization serves Black community members, including Black
women and Black gender-diverse populations. We would appreciate you sharing our study information with members of your organization, and the communities you serve.
 
This work is being conducted as part of the Sexual Health And genito-Pelvic pain knowledge Empowerment Hub (SHAPE) to better understand the needs and priorities of women and gender diverse
people. To learn more about SHAPE, you can follow this link: https://shapehub.ca/

This particular study aims to better understand the needs and priorities of Black women and gender-diverse people. Canada’s healthcare system has major inequities that directly affect women and
gender diverse persons with regard to sexual dysfunction & genito-pelvic pain, but the experiences and needs of Black women and gender-diverse persons are especially underrepresented and ignored.
 
Participation involves completing a 20-minute online survey, with the option to participate in a follow-up 60-minute interview. Participants will be entered into prize draws for up to $35 in e-gift cards.
Interview participants will receive a $50 gift card.
 
To participate, participants must be:

·         A Black woman or Black gender-diverse person
·         18 years of age or older
·         Living in Canada
·         Fluent in English

For more information, you can contact me (Trinda Penniston, lead researcher) at sex.lab@queensu.ca. All inquiries are completely confidential.
 
To participate in the SHAPE study, please visit http://www.tinyurl.com/SHAPEBlack or scan the QR code in the attached poster.
 
This study has received ethical approval by the Queen’s University General Research Ethics Board.
 
Bridging Heritage and Innovation: Canadian Afrofuturism Takes Center Stage at the Inaugural Cosmic Northside Conference
Date: October 18-20, 2024
Location: National Gallery of Canada
Single-day tickets and full conference passes are available on Eventbrite: cosmicnorthside2024.eventbrite.com
Ottawa, Ontario – September 2024 – From October 18-20, 2024, the bilingual event Cosmic Northside - Afrofuturistic Canadian Art Conference (ACAC) will be presented in the nation’s capital. The event
will honour the legacy of Afrofuturism in Canada with engaging presentations, live music, mixed reality exhibitions, and interactive activities that explore the intersections of artificial intelligence (AI),
Sci-Fi fantasy, and Pan-Africanism. Attendees will experience a fusion of S.T.E.A.M (Science Technology Engineering Art Mathematics/Metaphysics) innovation and contemporary practices that envision a
future rooted in land sovereignty, solidarity and equity.
 
The conference is presented by ASTROSANKOFA Arts Initiatives (ASAI), in partnership with the National Gallery of Canada. It is planned by Hors Pair Social and supported by the Black Speculative Arts
Movement (BSAM) and the Ottawa Black Arts Kollectiv (OBAK). Funded by the Government of Canada’s Department of Culture and Heritage and the Canada Council for the Arts, the ACAC will feature
discussions, workshops, performances, digital art displays and an interactive robot that will create emphasis on intersectionality and the power of creative expression in shaping tomorrow’s world.
 
See full itinerary attached “CNC Press Release – EN” and “Communiqué de presse du CNC – FR”.
 

mailto:cfr@yorku.ca
file:///C:/Users/rebsl/AppData/Local/Temp/PXCM_C~1.HTM#_top
https://shapehub.ca/
mailto:sex.lab@queensu.ca
http://www.tinyurl.com/SHAPEBlack


Return to top
 

Research Hub
SSHRC Info Webinar Schedule
SSHRC will be holding a series of webinars for applicants and research administrators on upcoming competitions.
 
The webinars will be held via MS Teams at the following dates and times:
 

Webinar Date MS Teams  Link

Partnership
Development
Grants
(English)

September 25,
2024
11:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/38a59371-
8f1a-4ade-8465-b03a21ab49ff@fbef0798-20e3-4be7-
bdc8-372032610f65
 Webinar number: 228 539 990 488
Webinar passcode: VitXEE

Partnership
Development
Grants
(French)

September 26,
2024
11:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/e8ebccc5-
e08c-47f1-a6e0-02a71af0b1b6@fbef0798-20e3-
4be7-bdc8-372032610f65
 Webinar number: 242 515 819 581
Webinar passcode: 3SPNPn

Partnership
Grants – Stage 1
(French)

October 15, 2024
11:00 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/b25d2574-
9cb4-4afa-9204-1118dab21d5c@fbef0798-20e3-
4be7-bdc8-372032610f65
 Webinar number: 261 826 132 465
Webinar passcode: 2hHPoK

Partnership
Grants – Stage 1
(English)

October 15, 2024
1:00 to 2:30 p.m.

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5af2933c-
11f4-46df-a924-08ff766967ff@fbef0798-20e3-4be7-
bdc8-372032610f65
 Webinar number: 226 234 170 449
Webinar passcode: eJbGRK

Partnership
Engage Grants
(English)

October 23, 2024
1:00 p.m. to 2:00
p.m.

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/250238af-
2426-4f3f-a2a0-76982104efab@fbef0798-20e3-4be7-
bdc8-372032610f65
 Webinar number: 281 386 375 397
Webinar passcode: gfKjYk

Partnership
Engage Grants
(French)

October 24, 2024
1:00 p.m. to 2:00
p.m.

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/c3128ba1-
851f-475b-bc63-eedba5341a64@fbef0798-20e3-
4be7-bdc8-372032610f65
 Webinar number: 222 283 015 49
Webinar passcode: JDLkm2

Connection
Grants
(English)

November 27,
2024
11:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/29db602b-
3193-42dd-a9d0-600a9e365c77@fbef0798-20e3-
4be7-bdc8-372032610f65
 Webinar number: 245 801 144 687
Webinar passcode: tMiZZ5

Connection
Grants
(French)

November 28,
2024
11: a.m. to 1:00
p.m.

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/75fa013a-
befd-4371-b424-2313ae54d0b7@fbef0798-20e3-
4be7-bdc8-372032610f65
 Webinar number: 217 840 965 547
Webinar passcode: iLC6cS

 
Please note that webinar registration information and communications appear in your browser's preferred language setting.
 
SSHRC Connection Grants 2024-25 Competition
Value: $7000 to $25,000
Outreach activities: $7,000 to $50,000; higher amounts can be considered if well justified
Duration: 1 year
Application Deadline: November 1, 2024
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Application Deadline: November 1, 2024
Results Announced: At end of each funding cycle (January, March, June, September)
 
Connection Grants are expected to respond to the objectives of the Research Partnerships program.
These grants support events and outreach activities geared toward short-term, targeted knowledge mobilization initiatives. These events and activities represent opportunities to exchange knowledge
and engage with participants on research issues they value. Events and outreach activities funded by a Connection Grant can often serve as a first step toward more comprehensive and longer-term
projects.
 
Read more here.
 
 

Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarships Program—Doctoral Nominations
The Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarships (CGS) program is administered by Canada's three federal granting agencies: the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, the Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council.
The Vanier CGS program aims to attract and retain world-class doctoral students by supporting students who demonstrate both leadership skills and a high standard of scholarly achievement in graduate
studies in the social sciences and humanities, natural sciences and engineering, and health sciences. Canadian and international students are eligible to be nominated for a Vanier CGS.
Vanier CGSs are valued at $50,000 per year, for up to three years.
Read more here.
 

Partnership Development Grants
Value: $75,000 to $200,000
Outreach activities: $7,000 to $50,000; higher amounts can be considered if well justified
Duration: 1 to 3 years
Application Deadline: November 15, 2024
Results Announced: March 2025
 
Partnership Development Grants are expected to respond to the objectives of the Research Partnerships program.
These grants provide support over one to three years to teams/partnerships, led by a project director, to:

develop research and/or related activities in the social sciences and humanities—these can include knowledge mobilization and the meaningful involvement of students and emerging scholars—
by fostering new partnerships with existing and/or potential partners; or
design and test new partnership approaches for research and/or related activities that can result in best practices or models—these can either be adapted by others or have the potential to be
scaled up to a regional, national or international level.

 
Read more here.
 

Canada Graduate Scholarships — Master’s program
Value: $12,500 for 12 months
Application Deadline: December 1, 2024
 
The CGS M program provides financial support to high-calibre scholars who are engaged in an eligible master’s or, in some cases, doctoral program in Canada (refer to the Eligibility section for more
information). This support allows these scholars to concentrate more fully on their studies in their chosen fields.
The CGS M program supports up to 3,000 students annually in all disciplines and is administered jointly by Canada’s three granting agencies: the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of
Canada (NSERC), the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC). The selection process and post-award administration are carried out
at the institutional level under the guidance of the three agencies. Students submit their application to the institution at which they intend to hold their award using the Research Portal.
 
Read more here.
 

Global Affairs Canada - Indo-Pacific Regional Connectivity Envelope - Call for proposals
Global Affairs Canada is inviting proposals to the Indo-Pacific Regional Connectivity Envelope (RCE) which is a new program created under the Indo-Pacific Engagement Initiative (IPEI). The IPEI, funded
under the Strategic Objective #3 (‘Investing in and connecting people') of Canada’s Indo-Pacific Strategy, will support and enable Canadians to build new networks in the Indo-Pacific, strengthen Canada’s
voice on priority issues and create partnerships on behalf of Canada. A summary is provided below.
 
Objective
To support Canadian non-governmental stakeholders and First Nations, Inuit, and Métis organizations engaging in the Indo-Pacific region. The main focus of this enhanced engagement will consist of
participation in and/or facilitation of events taking place in the region or in Canada.
 
Eligible project activity categories:

Knowledge Sharing:
Conferences
Workshops
Round Table Discussions
Panels

Training
Research
Indo-Pacific Cultural Events
Indigenous Events and Reconciliation

Value
Funding requests must be at least $20K to a maximum of $250K
 
Duration
Up to 3 years
 
Deadlines

Full application due at ORS for full review Wednesday, October 2, 2024
Full application and fully signed ORS Checklist
due at ORS for mandatory review

by 9:00 am Tuesday, October 15, 2024

Application due at agency By 12:00 pm (noon) Eastern Time on Thursday,
October 17, 2024

 
Please contact your Faculty Research Office for information on their internal deadlines.
 
ORS is accepting electronic applications – the process is outlined here:
https://yulink-new.yorku.ca/documents/20182/1241545/Electronic+submission+of+Research+Applications+and+ORS+Checklists+July+2021/8c70a37a-3d33-4f4f-a2e7-7157e2d31e4c
 
For more information on this funding opportunity and how to apply, please visit:
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/indo-pacific-pacifique/call-proposals-appel-prosition.aspx?lang=eng
 

Return to top

Opportunities
 
Postdoctoral Fellowship with The Global and Environmental Health Lab 
The Global and Environmental Health Lab based at York University is hiring a Postdoctoral Fellow with a February 1, 2025 start date. Working with Dr. Godfred Boateng on a 12-month term,
the Postdoctoral Fellow will support implementation of projects under the resource insecurity, health and sustainable livelihoods and environmental pollution, climatic conditions and health effects
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themes.
 
If you have recently completed a PhD in environmental health, human geography, sociology, epidemiology or other related fields, please apply to join the team! See the link below for full application
details. The deadline to apply is December 20th, 2024. https://buff.ly/3AS5Ezb.
 
See full job description attached.
 
Call for Applications: Nathanson Centre Fellowships
In 2024-2025, the Jack & Mae Nathanson Centre on Transnational plans to award several Nathanson Graduate Fellowships to meritorious fulltime in the Osgoode Hall Law School Research LLM (thesis or in
a York University masters or doctoral programme. Previous are eligible, but preference will be given to first-time applicants.
 
The fellowships are tenable during the 2024-2025 academic year. Pursuant to the funding policies of  the Faculty of Graduate Studies for 2024-2025, they are valued as follows:

Masters Students: The amount of the Fellowship for Masters students is $7000, over and above any  other funding received by successful applicants.
Doctoral Students: The amount of the Fellowship for Doctoral Students is $10,000.

 
Fellows are also entitled to use the common room and common workspaces of the Nathanson Centre  (when not otherwise booked for events), and to book its meeting room for purposes related to the
 Centre.
 
See full posting attached.

Return to top
 
Rebecca Seward-Langdon (she/her)
Institute Coordinator
 
ORU - Harriet Tubman Institute for Research on Africa and its Diasporas
321 York Lanes
York University 
4700 Keele Street 
Toronto, ON | M3J 1P3 
Email:  tubman@yorku.ca 
Website: https://www.yorku.ca/research/tubman/

X: https://twitter.com/TubmanInstitute
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/htubman1865/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@TheHarrietTubmanInstitute

 
The Harriet Tubman Institute for Research on Africa and its Diasporas recognizes that many Indigenous Nations have longstanding relationships with the territories upon which York University campuses are located that precede the
establishment of York University. York acknowledges its presence on the traditional territory of many Indigenous Nations. The area known as Tkaronto has been care taken by the Anishinabek Nation, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy,
and the Huron-Wendat, and is now home to many First Nation, Inuit and Métis communities. We acknowledge the current treaty holders, the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. This territory is subject of the Dish with One Spoon
Wampum Belt Covenant, which is an agreement to peaceably share and care for the Great Lakes region.
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Bridging Heritage and Innovation: Canadian Afrofuturism Takes Center
Stage at the Inaugural Cosmic Northside Conference


HI-RES PRESS ASSETS


Ottawa, Ontario – September 2024 – From October 18-20, 2024, the bilingual event Cosmic
Northside - Afrofuturistic Canadian Art Conference (ACAC) will be presented in the nation’s
capital. The event will honour the legacy of Afrofuturism in Canada with engaging
presentations, live music, mixed reality exhibitions, and interactive activities that explore the
intersections of artificial intelligence (AI), Sci-Fi fantasy, and Pan-Africanism. Attendees will
experience a fusion of S.T.E.A.M (Science Technology Engineering Art
Mathematics/Metaphysics) innovation and contemporary practices that envision a future
rooted in land sovereignty, solidarity and equity.


The conference is presented by ASTROSANKOFA Arts Initiatives (ASAI), in partnership with
the National Gallery of Canada. It is planned by Hors Pair Social and supported by the
Black Speculative Arts Movement (BSAM) and the Ottawa Black Arts Kollectiv (OBAK).
Funded by the Government of Canada’s Department of Culture and Heritage and the
Canada Council for the Arts, the ACAC will feature discussions, workshops, performances,
digital art displays and an interactive robot that will create emphasis on intersectionality and



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gsmlHhMOk12ruS2e3GvDRtlvlKGNSOYo?usp=sharing





the power of creative expression in shaping tomorrow’s world. Single-day tickets and full
conference passes are available on Eventbrite: cosmicnorthside2024.eventbrite.com


“This gathering is the new moon for the Canadian art scene, signaling that the healing of
Canada’s past relations with Black and Indigenous people can begin, and a better path forward
can be explored. It celebrates expanding Black representation, championing innovation, and


growing the Afrofuturism movement as part of Canada’s art legacy.” - Quentin VerCetty,
Director, ASTROSANKOFA Arts Initiatives


Cosmic Northside - Afrofuturistic Canadian Art Conference (October 18-20, 2024):
Featured expert speakers and special guests during our three-day gathering on Afrofuturism
can be found below.
➢ Day 1 - National Gallery of Canada: The Lift Off Gala - Conference Launch


○ Territory and Land Acknowledgement by Claudette Commanda
○ Address from ACAC partners (ASAI, BSAM, OBAK, BSLA), National Gallery


of Canada, the office of Honourable Pascale St-Onge, and Edward L.
Matwawana of the Michaëlle Jean Foundation


○ A series of visual presentations, each created by renowned artists in
Afrofuturism; the late Charles R. Saunders, award-winning author Nalo
Hopkinson, Kelvin Glumbs of Black Sun Comics, curator Camille Turner, and
recipient of Guggenheim Fellowship for Creative Arts Kapwani Kiwanga


○ Unveiling of the AFROBOT by ASAI director Quentin VerCetty
○ Musical performances by multidisciplinary creator Lateef Martin and local DJ


JAYEL


➢ Day 2 - National Gallery of Canada: The Orbit - Special Presentations and Panels
Discussion


○ Presentations by critically acclaimed author and dancer Ytasha Womack,
scholar Dr, Reynaldo Anderson and internationally acclaimed artist
AFROTRONIX


○ Roundtable moderated by Divine Lys Ndeyeme featuring a mix of local and
international artists Skawennati, Malcolm Emillio Yarde and Kalkidan Assefa


○ Panel discussion moderated by Gabriela Sealy from ASAI with thought-leaders
Z’Isle (Lateef Martin), Ma'LiCiouz, Debbie Deer and Kelvin Nyeusi Mawazo.


○ A Black-owned artistic vendors market of craft makers from the National Capital
region


➢ Day 3 - Club SAW: Hyperspace Jump - The Official After Party Social
○ Dance performance by Esie Mensah and the Black Stars Collective
○ Musical performances by DJ JAYEL, DJ Velvet and headlined by AFROTRONIX



http://cosmicnorthside2024.eventbrite.com





Full programming schedule can be found on cosmicnorthside2024.eventbrite.com


“The Gallery is thrilled to support our partners who are bringing this important dialogue on
Afrofuturism to Ottawa. Featuring artists from across Canada exploring past, present and future


imaginaries of global pertinence, the goals of Cosmic Northside align with the values and
curatorial priorities of the NGC whose programming resonates with the work of a number of the


conference’s participants. This includes Kapwani Kiwanga who is presently representing
Canada on the world stage at the 2024 Venice Biennale, and Camille Turner whose 2022 video
installation Nave was recently acquired for our collection. We look forward to amplifying their


thoughts and ideas, as well as those of so many other creative practitioners from and within the
Black Canadian community at the Gallery this October.” —Jonathan Shaughnessy, Director,


Curatorial Initiatives at the National Gallery of Canada


The Cosmic Northside - Afrofuturistic Canadian Art Conference seeks to explore the future of
the Black community beyond the UN International Decade for People of African Descent
(2014-2028). The conference aims to elevate and expand public perception of Afrofuturism as
an integral part of Canada’s art heritage and culture, celebrating its evolution and impact
through creative partnerships, insightful conversations, and collective participation.


Tickets are available via Eventbrite:
● Three-Day Conference Pass: $80.00
● The Lift Off Gala - Conference Launch (Day 1 only): $40.00 ($35.00 students)
● The Orbit - Special Presentations and Panels Discussion (Day 2 only): $25.00 ($20.00


students)
● Hyperspace Jump - The Official After Party Social (Day 3 only): $30.00 ($25.00 students)


Stay up to date with ASTRO SANKOFA Arts Initiatives:
Website | Instagram | Facebook | Twitter | Tik Tok | Eventbrite


###


Publicist: Kingsley Swim, The Framework | create@theframework.ca | 1-905-243-8291
Pénélope Carreau, Public Relations, National Gallery of Canada, pcarreau@gallery.ca


—---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



http://cosmicnorthside2024.eventbrite.com

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/social-development-partnerships/supporting-black-communities/international-decade.html

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/cosmic-northside-conference-tickets-984564096717

https://www.astrosankofa.org/

https://www.instagram.com/AstroSankofa/

https://www.facebook.com/AstroSankofa/

https://x.com/AstroSankofa/?mx=2

https://www.tiktok.com/@astrosankofa

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/cosmic-northside-conference-tickets-984564096717

mailto:create@theframework.ca

mailto:pcarreau@gallery.ca






 


Call for Applications for Nathanson Graduate Fellowships 


In 2024-2025, the Jack & Mae Nathanson Centre on Transnational Human Rights, Crime and Security 
plans to award several Nathanson Graduate Fellowships to meritorious graduate students enrolled 
fulltime in the Osgoode Hall Law School Research LLM (thesis-based or MRP) or PhD programme, 
or in a York University masters or doctoral programme. Previous recipients of Nathanson Fellowships 
are eligible, but preference will be given to first-time applicants.  


Applicants who fulfill the Ontario residency requirements and are in financial need are eligible to 
apply.  Due to Ontario Government funding regulations, only Canadian citizens/landed immigrants 
who are also Ontario residents are eligible.  Applicants must be residents of Ontario for no fewer than 
12 months prior to the start of post-secondary studies in the province. Pursuant to Ontario 
government policy, time in Ontario as a post-secondary student does not create Ontario residence 
status.  


Nathanson Graduate Fellows will be outstanding doctoral or masters students with a keen interest in 
the activities of the Nathanson Centre and pursuing a thesis, MRP, or dissertation on a topic that falls 
within the Nathanson Centre mandate (see http://nathanson.osgoode.yorku.ca). Fellows will be 
expected to participate actively in the collegial activities of the Centre, in a manner that is symbiotic 
with their research and their training for possible careers in the academy. From time to time, fellows 
will also have opportunities to volunteer their time and ideas in ways that contribute to the endeavours 
of the Centre and its associate researchers.  


The fellowships are tenable during the 2024-2025 academic year. Pursuant to the funding policies of 
the Faculty of Graduate Studies for 2024-2025, they are valued as follows: 


Masters Students: The amount of the Fellowship for Masters students is $7000, over and above any 
other funding received by successful applicants. 


Doctoral Students: The amount of the Fellowship for Doctoral Students is $10,000. 


Fellows are also entitled to use the common room and common workspaces of the Nathanson Centre 
(when not otherwise booked for events), and to book its meeting room for purposes related to the 
Centre. 


York University has launched a new Financial Aid, Awards and Scholarships (FAAS) Application, you 
can read more about how to apply for awards HERE.  Kindly complete a Student Financial Profile 
on the FAAS application prior to applying for the fellowship.  You can apply for the Nathanson 
fellowship HERE. Application deadline is October 16, 2024. 


 



http://nathanson.osgoode.yorku.ca/

https://students.yorku.ca/sfs/awards-and-scholarships

https://students.yorku.ca/sfs/awards-and-scholarships

https://yorku.smartsimple.ca/s_Login.jsp






Faire le lien entre le patrimoine et l'innovation : L'afrofuturisme canadien
occupe le devant de la scène lors de la conférence inaugurale Cosmic


Northside.


Actifs de Presse
Ottawa, Ontario - Septembre 2024 - Du 18 au 20 octobre 2024, l’événement bilingue Cosmic
Northside - la conférence des arts canadiens afrofuturistes (ACAC) sera présenté dans la
capitale nationale. L'événement mettra en valeur l'héritage de l'afrofuturisme au Canada
avec des présentations, de la musique en direct, des expositions de réalité mixte et des
activités interactives qui explorent les intersections de l'intelligence artificielle (IA), de la
science-fiction et du panafricanisme. Les participants feront l'expérience d'une fusion entre
l'innovation S.T.I.M (sciences, technologie, ingénierie et mathématiques) et les pratiques
contemporaines qui envisagent un avenir enraciné dans la souveraineté foncière, la solidarité et
l'équité.


La conférence est présentée par ASTROSANKOFA Arts Initiatives (ASAI), en partenariat avec
le Musée des beaux-arts du Canada. Elle est organisée par Hors Pair Social avec le soutien
de Black Speculative Arts Movement (BSAM) et Ottawa Black Arts Kollectiv (OBAK).
Financée par le ministère de la Culture et du Patrimoine du gouvernement Canadien et le
Conseil des arts du Canada, la conférence ACAC proposera des discussions, des ateliers,



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1q40IJhrKoMQ0PI69PcPa9OLFZqn86zI5?usp=sharing





des spectacles, des expositions d'art numérique et un robot interactif qui mettra l'accent sur
l'intersectionnalité et le pouvoir de l'expression créative pour façonner le monde de demain.
Les billets pour une seule journée et les laissez-passer pour l'ensemble de la conférence
sont disponibles sur Eventbrite : cosmicnorthside2024.eventbrite.com


« Ce rassemblement est la nouvelle lune pour la scène artistique canadienne. Elle est aussi un
signe que la guérison des relations passées du Canada avec les Noirs et les Autochtones peut
commencer, et qu'une meilleure voie vers l'avenir peut être explorée. Il célèbre l'élargissement


de la représentation des Noirs, la promotion de l'innovation et le développement du
mouvement afrofuturiste dans le cadre de l'héritage artistique du Canada. » —Quentin


VerCetty (Directeur des initiatives artistiques d'ASTROSANKOFA)


Cosmic Northside - Conférence sur l'art afrofuturiste canadien (18-20 octobre 2024) :
Les conférenciers et les invités spéciaux de la conférence sur l'afrofuturisme peuvent être
trouvés ci-dessous.
➢ Jour 1 - Musée des beaux-arts du Canada : Gala de lancement - Lancement de la


conférence
○ Reconnaissance du territoire et de la terre par Claudette Commanda
○ Allocution des partenaires de l'ACAC (ASAI, OBAK), du Musée des beaux-arts


du Canada, du cabinet de l'honorable Pascale St-Onge et d'Edward L.
Matwawana de la Fondation Michaëlle Jean.


○ Une série de présentations visuelles, chacune créée par des artistes renommés
de l'afrofuturisme : feu Charles R. Saunders, l'auteur primé Nalo Hopkinson,
Kelvin Nyeusi Mawazo(Gumbs) de Black Sun Comics, Camille Turner,
également connue sous le nom de Dr Afronaut, lauréate du prix artistique 2022
de la Biennale d'art de Toronto, et Kapwani Kiwanga, lauréate de la bourse
Guggenheim pour les arts créatifs et lauréate du prix Sobey pour les arts en
2018.


○ Dévoilement de AFROBOT par le directeur de l'ASAI, Quentin VerCetty
○ Performances musicales du créateur multidisciplinaire Lateef Martin et du DJ


local JAYEL


➢ Jour 2 - Musée des beaux-arts du Canada: L'orbite - Présentations spéciales et
tables rondes


○ Présentations de l'auteur et danseuse Ytasha Womack, acclamé par la critique,
de Reynaldo Anderson, spécialiste de l'afrofuturisme, et de l'artiste
AFROTRONIX, acclamé au niveau international.


○ Table ronde animée par Divine Lys Ndeyeme et réunissant des artistes locaux
et internationaux : Skawennati, Malcolm Emillio Yarde et Kalkidan Assefa.



http://cosmicnorthside2024.eventbrite.com





○ Table ronde animée par Gabriela Sealy de l'ASAI avec les leaders d'opinion
Z'Isle (Lateef Martin), Ma'LiCiouz, Debbie Deer et Kelvin Nyeusi Mawazo.


○ Un marché de vendeurs artistiques appartenant à des Noirs et regroupant des
artisans de la région de la capitale nationale.


➢ Jour 3 - Club SAW : Hyperspace Jump - - L'après-soirée officielle
Spectacle de danse d'Esie Mensah et du Black Stars Collective
Prestations musicales de DJ JAYEL, DJ Velvet et AFROTRONIX


Le programme complet est disponible sur cosmicnorthside2024.eventbrite.com:


« Le Musée est ravi d’appuyer ses partenaires qui amènent cet important dialogue sur
l'afrofuturisme à Ottawa. Mettant en vedette des artistes de partout au Canada qui explorent le


passé, le présent et le futur de la pertinence mondiale, les objectifs de Cosmic Northside
s'alignent aux valeurs et priorités curatoriales du MBAC, dont la programmation fait écho au
travail d'un certain nombre de participants à la conférence. Il s'agit notamment de Kapwani
Kiwanga, qui représente actuellement le Canada sur la scène internationale à la Biennale de
Venise 2024, et Camille Turner, dont l'installation vidéo Nave, réalisée en 2022, a récemment
été acquise pour notre collection. Nous nous réjouissons de pouvoir amplifier leurs pensées et
leurs idées, ainsi que celles de tant d'autres créateurs de la communauté noire canadienne, au
Musée en octobre prochain. » —Jonathan Shaughnessy, Directeur, Initiatives curatoriales au


Musée des beaux-arts du Canada


La conférence Cosmic Northside - la conférence des arts canadiens afrofuturistes vise à
explorer l'avenir de la communauté noire au-delà de la Décennie internationale des Nations
unies pour les personnes d'ascendance africaine (2014-2028). La conférence a pour but
d'élever et d'élargir la perception publique de l'afrofuturisme en tant que partie intégrante du
patrimoine artistique et de la culture du Canada, en célébrant son évolution et son impact par
le biais de partenariats créatifs, de conversations perspicaces et d'une participation collective.


Les billets sont disponibles sur Eventbrite :
● Laissez-passer complet (trois jours) pour la conférence : 80,00
● Gala Lift Off - Lancement de la conférence (jour 1 seulement) : 40 $ (35 $ pour les


étudiants)
● L'orbite - Présentations spéciales et discussions en groupes (jour 2 uniquement) : 25,00


$ (20,00 $ pour les étudiants)
● Hyperspace Jump - L'après-soirée officielle (jour 3 uniquement) : 30,00 $ (25,00 $ pour


les étudiants)


Restez au courant des initiatives artistiques de l'ASTRO SANKOFA :



http://cosmicnorthside2024.eventbrite.com





Site web | Instagram | Facebook | Twitter | Tik Tok | Eventbrite


###


Publiciste : Kingsley Swim, The Framework | create@theframework.ca | 1-905-243-8291
Pénélope Carreau, Relations publiques, Musée des beaux-arts du Canada,


pcarreau@beaux-arts.ca
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Postdoctoral Fellow, Resource Insecurity and Sustainable Livelihoods



		Position title

		Postdoctoral Fellow, Resource Insecurity and Sustainable Livelihoods



		Supervisor

		Dr. Godfred O. Boateng



		Pay

		$60,000 CAD



		Term

		12 months 



		Hours per week

		40 (Full-time)



		Location

		In-office, Dahdaleh Institute for Global Health Research (York University, Toronto, Canada)



		Application deadline

		20th December, 2024



		Start date

		15th January, 2025



		End date

		1st February 2026





		



About GEHLab

The Global and Environmental Health Lab is based at York University’s Dahdaleh Institute for Global Health Research. Led by Dr. Godfred O. Boateng (Assistant Professor at the School of Global Health and Canada Research Chair in Global Health and Humanitarianism), GEHLab seeks to advance innovative, rigorous research at the intersection of environmental change and health outcomes around the world, particularly in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). Our work is clustered under four main themes:

1. Resource insecurity, health and sustainable livelihoods

2. Environmental pollution, climatic conditions and health effects (EPACC)

3. Social inequalities in health 

4. Scale development and measurement of health indicators



Projects include ongoing research to comprehensively measure resource insecurity (i.e., water, food, housing, and energy insecurity) in Ghana, Colombia and other countries across the Global South. Methodological innovation and global partnerships are the cornerstone of our work. Current institutional partners include the Center for Scientific and Industrial Research – Water Institute (Ghana), the University of Andes (Colombia) and Pamoja CBO (Kenya). We also regularly collaborate with researchers in the U.S., Canada, Ghana, Nigeria and Colombia, emphasizing North-South knowledge sharing and capacity-building. GEHLab’s work is informed by a commitment to multidisciplinary perspectives to generate ingenious methods for understanding longstanding public health issues, and encouraging cutting-edge solutions for policy, academic and grassroots stakeholders.



About the position

Working with Dr. Godfred Boateng on a 12-month term, the Postdoctoral Fellow will support implementation of projects under the resource insecurity, health and sustainable livelihoods and environmental pollution, climatic conditions and health effects themes. Recent output under these themes include the Multilevel Multidimensional Housing Insecurity Scale (MMHIS). Ongoing projects under this theme include the Household Energy Insecurity and Health Assessment (HEINS) project (Colombia); Objective Validation of Resource Insecurity Tools (OVRIT) project (Ghana); Cross-cultural Validation of Resource Insecurity Scales in Africa; and Ecological Degradation and Health Implications for Older Adults (Canada). 



Thus, the objectives of this fellowship are to:

A. Strengthen methodological capacity in the development and validation of resource insecurity scales, particularly for building proxy measures for use in low- and middle-income contexts

B. Gain understanding on novel approaches to studying resource insecurity among various social groups in the Global South

C. Build capacity in working collaboratively with partners in the Global South to co-construct context-relevant research priorities and public health solutions



The successful applicant will also be designated as Research Fellows at the Dahdaleh Institute for Global Health Research (DIGHR). The Dahdaleh Institute is a leading Organized Research Unit (ORU) at York University dedicated to advancing solutions to global health challenges under three thematic areas, being planetary health, global health and humanitarianism, and global health foresighting. The Institute houses a diverse group of faculty and scholars in and outside the York University community, and encourages knowledge sharing with weekly seminars and other programming.



Key responsibilities

a. Supporting project management by managing key research activities with partners, including preparing ethics protocols and data collection instruments, data management, and management of research logistics

b. Publish peer-reviewed articles and present at an international public health conference

c. Contribute to evidence generation and synthesis by identifying, organizing and summarizing relevant literature on resource insecurity and scale development using collaborative tools such as Zotero

d. Support knowledge mobilization efforts by writing articles, preparing visualizations and proposing creative ways to disseminate research findings

e. Attend and participate in weekly meetings with research partners 

f. Support supervision of GEHLab interns and research assistants by providing relevant training on research methods, updating interns and RAs on project deliverables, and providing updates to the PI 

g. Support grant writing and development



Requirements



Essential skills

· PhD in Global Health, Public Health, Sociology, Computational Social Science, Human Geography, Environmental Health, Environmental Studies, Epidemiology 

· Demonstrated experience analyzing data using STATA, Mplus, R and/or Python

· Demonstrated experience in qualitative data collection and analysis, particularly participatory action research

· Demonstrated interest in resource insecurity, sustainability and global health outcomes 

· Keen interest in building skills in scale development and validation

· Ability to work independently and collaboratively with international research teams

· Promising publication track record, with interest in mixed methods approaches

· Strong time management and organization skills

· Strong writing and communication skills



Desirable skills

· Experience with machine learning using Python, R

· Experience with geospatial analysis using GIS software 

· Previous experience writing grants to the Tri-council agencies (NSERC, SSHRC and CIHR) and international funders



How to apply

Please submit the following documents in one PDF document:

1. An updated CV

2. A cover letter explaining how your current research interests and broader research agenda align with this position

3. A writing sample or recent published papers if applicable



Submissions should be directed to Dr. Godfred Boateng via email at gboaten@yorku.ca by 20th December 2024, with the subject line GEHLAB 2024 Postdoctoral Fellow Application – Resource Insecurity and Sustainable Livelihoods. We will prioritize candidates who are authorized to work in and are currently in Canada, and are able to work in-person at York University’s Keele Campus. In case of any questions or concerns, please email Dr. Godfred Boateng (gboaten@yorku.ca) or Eyram Agbe (eyrama13@my.yorku.ca). 
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THE RESOURCE CENTRE FOR PUBLIC SOCIOLOGY, YORK UNIVERSITY 


PRESENTS A GRADUATE FORUM ON 


 
SATURDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER, 2024 


9 TO 4 PM (EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME)  


Click here for a time zone converter 
ALL SESSIONS ARE ON ZOOM 


 
Inspired by Gloria Anzaldúa’s words, "Voyager, there are no bridges, one builds them as one 


walks," this graduate research forum invites exploration of the concept of liminality across 


disciplines. We seek to understand how individuals and communities encounter, negotiate, and 


transform within transitional spaces, and how these spaces may foster imagination, resistance, 


and new connections—or give rise to new configurations of power and domination. The forum 


also considers how public sociologists and scholars from diverse fields may participate more 


meaningfully in the liminal space of university-community relations. The presenters are 


students in 15 graduate programs at York University in Toronto, Canada.  


 


In this program book, you’ll find: 
 


• Scheduled Presentations on pp. 2-5 


• Resource Centre for Public Sociology information on p.5 


• Abstracts on pp. 6-15 


 


Sessions at a Glance  
  


Time Zoom Link    Session Topic 
 


9:00 – 10:20 a.m. Click to join    Welcoming Remarks & Session 1. Philosophies for Paths  


   Forward   
 


10:30 a.m – 12:05 p.m. Click to join    Concurrent Session 2a. Motion and Emotion on the Verge 


 Click to join    Concurrent Session 2b. Bridging from Universities to  


   Communities 
 


12:05 – 12:40 p.m. Click to join    Lunch Break (and a chance to chat) 
 


12:40 – 2:15 p.m. Click to join    Concurrent Session 3a. Constructions of Space 


 Click to join    Concurrent Session 3b. Deploying Liminality in Resistance 
 


2:25 – 4:00 p.m.  Click to join    Concurrent Session 4a. Dispatches from the Borderlands 


 Click to join    Concurrent Session 4b. Liminality in the Academy  



https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20240915T140000&p1=250

https://yorku.zoom.us/j/98738979175?pwd=ZBOHMyUBbyakPlAJGtjBsHftfRpK1n.1

https://yorku.zoom.us/j/98284557604?pwd=0WqIJjSnzJL9RZNObsoMF4adMq1aaZ.1

https://yorku.zoom.us/j/94652831080?pwd=1UQ26IhTAhAPmnAkvGbYpcAfbqgWLQ.1

https://yorku.zoom.us/j/93818662619

https://yorku.zoom.us/j/98751557206?pwd=G4Rw6H8LphR9hRhDeiYIeSS7jfbokt.1

https://yorku.zoom.us/j/95086610874?pwd=bxktuYYc02SlXmQRbSjvydJ8IjECU2.1

https://yorku.zoom.us/j/97348017577?pwd=ag1uOuFIOKsFB7zimSHQKPX6YuUTuv.1

https://yorku.zoom.us/j/99911829819?pwd=nhPwHzBR3TybKeAzQ23Fdgq75ThOq1.1
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Scheduled Presentations  


 


9:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. Opening Session 
 


Click to join Welcoming Remarks &  


Session 1. Philosophies for Paths Forward  
 


Chair: Kathy Bischoping, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Liberal 


Arts & Professional Studies (LA&PS), & Director, Resource Centre for Public 


Sociology 


 


 Welcoming Remarks: Ravi de Costa, Associate Dean, Research & Graduate 


Studies, LA&PS 


 


 Beyond Academia: Building Nurturing Spaces for Black Students through Black 


Feminist Praxis 


 Anika Forde, Sociology 


 


 Developing Anti-Colonial Praxis in Music Education: The Really Long 


Explanation Why Beyoncé Hasn’t Won Grammy Album of the Year…Yet!  


 Munjeera Jefford, Social & Political Thought 


 


 Realms of Dene Aesthetics: Alter-Native Dene Soundscapes and Augmented 


Realities 


 Laura Grier, Visual Arts 


 
10:30 a.m. – 12:05 p.m. Concurrent Sessions 2a & 2b 


 


Click to join Session 2a. Motion and Emotion on the Verge 
 


Chair: Anne MacLennan, Associate Professor, Department of Communication & 


Media Studies, LA&PS 


 


 Nostalgia and Liminality 


 Danielle Christie, Historical, Theoretical and Critical Studies of Psychology   


 


 Acne Popping Media and the Liminal Experience of Abjection   


 Anna Young, Joint York & Toronto Metropolitan University Program in 


Communication & Culture 


 



https://yorku.zoom.us/j/98738979175?pwd=ZBOHMyUBbyakPlAJGtjBsHftfRpK1n.1

https://yorku.zoom.us/j/98284557604?pwd=0WqIJjSnzJL9RZNObsoMF4adMq1aaZ.1
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Variations on Broken Lines: Notions of Liminality and Gesture in Contemporary 


Art Practice 


 Nava Messas-Waxman, Visual Arts 


 


Walking the Wayside: On-Foot Methods for Infrastructural Edge Spaces 


 Karl Petschke, Environmental Studies 


 


Click to join Session 2b. Bridging from Universities to Communities 


  


Chair: Eric Mykhalovskiy, Professor, Department of Sociology, LA&PS 


 


 Critical Pedagogy, Dialogue, & Liminality: Bridging the Gap Through Praxis 


 Justin Taylor, Linguistics & Applied Linguistics 


 


 Putting Values into Qualitative Practice: Authenticity, Relationship Building, 


and Social Justice  


 Samantha DeBoer, Sociology, and Senem Karaceper, Sociology 


 


 From Margins to Mainstage: Prioritizing Sex Worker Voices in Academic 


Discourse 


 Kathleen Cherrington, Gender, Feminist & Women’s Studies 


 


 Am I Ethical? The Paradoxes of Academic Activism 


 Evania Pietrangelo-Porco, History 


 
12:05 p.m. – 12:40 p.m.  


 


Click to join Lunch Break (and a chance to chat) 


 
12:40 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. Concurrent Sessions 3a & 3b 


 


Click to join Session 3a. Constructions of Space 
 


Chair: Elaine Coburn, Associate Professor, Department of Global and Social 


Studies, Glendon College, and Director, Graduate Program in Sociology 


 


 Liminalizing Space: How the Presence of Muslims and Arabs Resists and 


Transforms Depoliticized Space-Making 


 Aaliya Khan, Social & Political Thought, and Fizza Mir, Joint York & Toronto 


Metropolitan University Program in Communication & Culture 


 



https://yorku.zoom.us/j/94652831080?pwd=1UQ26IhTAhAPmnAkvGbYpcAfbqgWLQ.1

https://yorku.zoom.us/j/93818662619

https://yorku.zoom.us/j/98751557206?pwd=G4Rw6H8LphR9hRhDeiYIeSS7jfbokt.1
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Disability and Homelessness: Looking beyond the Dominant ‘Culture’ to 


Discover the Liminal Spaces of the ‘Other’  


 N. Elida Detfurth, Health 


 


kicked in the end: Witnessing the Labour of Leaving Home by Leaving the Stage 


 Shawn DeSouza-Coelho, Joint York & Toronto Metropolitan University Program 


in Communication & Culture 


 


 Delphi and I: Narrative Saves Us From the Void 


 Erica Stocking, Visual Arts 


 


Click to join Session 3b. Deploying Liminality in Resistance 
  


Chair: Cary Wu, Associate Professor, Sociology, LA&PS, and York Research 


Chair  


 


 Challenging Health Inequities: A Gradient Approach to Deservingness and 


Activism for Migrants with Precarious Status 


 Sarah Marshall, Sociology  


 


 Sub-Liminal Gender: The Psychosocial Politics of Cis-Gendering New 


Brunswick’s Kids  


 James Thomas, Education: Language, Culture & Teaching 


 


A Product of Its Time: Using Instapoetry as a Coping and Healing Mechanism 


Elizaveta Poliakova, Joint York & Toronto Metropolitan University Program in 


Communication & Culture 


 


 Encrypted Resistance: Exploring Activists' Use of Encrypted Communication as 


a Liminal Space against Regimes 


  Shaila Baran, Socio-Legal Studies 


 
2:25 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Concurrent Sessions 4a & 4b 


 


Click to join Session 4a. Dispatches from the Borderlands 
  


Chair: Luin Goldring, Professor, Department of Sociology, LA&PS  


 


 Exploring the Present-Day Traces of Indentured Servitude for Indo-Caribbean 


Women in Canada 


 Vindra (Vanessa) Moonilal, Humanities 


 



https://yorku.zoom.us/j/95086610874?pwd=bxktuYYc02SlXmQRbSjvydJ8IjECU2.1

https://yorku.zoom.us/j/97348017577?pwd=ag1uOuFIOKsFB7zimSHQKPX6YuUTuv.1
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 From Liminal Identity to Liminal Experiences of Power/Privilege: Reframing 


Understandings of International Transracial Adoptees  


 Jennifer Kujath, Social Work 


 


Brampton, Browntown or Bramladesh? A Critical Analysis of Hate Speech 


about Racialized Spaces  


Jose Aspra Rubi, Social & Political Thought 


 


Click to join Session 4b. Liminality in the Academy 
  


 Session Chair: Lisa Farley, Professor, Faculty of Education  


 


 On the Unintentional Consequences of Purposeful Action 


 Tim Hayslip, Sociology 


 


 Agency and the Perpetual Liminality of EAP Practitioners  


 Maryam Elshafel, Linguistics & Applied Linguistics 


 


Transforming and Building Bridges in Teacher Education Programs  


Ixchel Bennett, Education: Language, Culture & Teaching 


 


Liminal Parallels: Graduate Student Community to Create Pedagogies in the  


Digital Age  


Evangeline Kroon, Political Science 


 


The Resource Centre for Public Sociology (RCPS) 
 


This forum was organized for RCPS by Kathy Bischoping, Toby Anne Finlay, Luin Goldring, and 


James Thomas. We thank the Sociology Movie Club for the inspiration, the Department of 


Sociology in LA&PS (especially Valentina Dinh and Khanh Le), LA&PS itself, and all the forum 


speakers, chairs, and volunteers. 


The Department of Sociology’s RCPS supports York University faculty members and students 


engaging in teaching and research in public sociology. The activities of the Centre link the 


university with local, national and global communities. The Centre has three core objectives:  


• To promote and advance public sociological research which maps power and inequality.  


• To develop innovative approaches for communicating sociological research to multiple 


publics.  


• To promote methods of public sociology in teaching at the undergraduate and graduate 


levels. 


To learn more, please see the RCPS website. To be added to the email list for more events like 


this one, contact us at socrcps@yorku.ca.   



https://yorku.zoom.us/j/99911829819?pwd=nhPwHzBR3TybKeAzQ23Fdgq75ThOq1.1

https://www.yorku.ca/laps/soci/resource-centre-for-public-sociology/

mailto:socrcps@yorku.ca
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Abstracts 
Note: These are sorted by author surname. 


 
Jose Aspra Rubi (Session 4a) 
 


Brampton, Browntown or Bramladesh? A Critical Analysis of Hate Speech about Racialized 


Spaces 
 


The research investigates online hate targeting South Asian citizens in Canada. The paper 


challenges the perception of Canadian multiculturalism, exposing the racial hierarchical 


structure within an ‘equal’ multicultural state such as Canada. We compiled 120 YouTube 


comments identified as hate speech and organized the comments by the type of hate speech 


they produced. When relevant, the comments were also coded into subcategories of 


‘Becoming India’, white replacement theory and loss of Canadian culture.  The results 


showcase that the most prevalent commentary was on social space and specifically on white 


replacement theory. By highlighting a dissonance existing in ‘multicultural’ Canada, we 


correlate the online hate speech compiled to the growing perceived authority of a white 


national body to regulate and dictate racialized spaces in Canada. Therefore, the research 


studies the intersection of white nationalism with online space to identify how hate speech 


influences the cultural borders of the host country. 


 


Shaila Baran (Session 3b) 
 


Encrypted Resistance: Exploring Activists' Use of Encrypted Communication Technologies as a 


Liminal Space against Regimes 
 


Encrypted communication technologies are a form of resistance that allow activists to dissolve 


traditional boundaries and engage in dialogue that may challenge or critique an authoritarian 


government. Exiled activists originating from Russia, Saudi Arabia, China, Turkey, and other 


authoritarian states continue to experience surveillance, monitoring, spyware, hacking, 


malware, and other digitally repressive mechanisms despite living in their host country 


(referred to as digital transnational repression). In this paper, I draw on select interviews 


conducted by the Citizen Lab’s digital transnational repression team to suggest encrypted 


email and communication technologies like Signal and ProtonMail are frequently used as 


liminal spaces by activists to challenge physical, cultural, and conceptual borders in their 


country of origin. Moreover, activists may use these liminal spaces to network, organize rallies, 


and reflect on their personal experiences of digital oppression, domination, and discrimination 


within these spaces. 


 


Ixchel Bennett (Session 4b) 
 


Transforming and Building Bridges in Teacher Education Programs 
 


Waaban, which means "it is tomorrow" in Ojibwe, is a relatively new Indigenous teacher 


education program at York University that embeds Indigegogy, a term that combines 


Indigenous and pedagogy. Indigegogy is a transformative approach that prioritizes Indigenous 


worldviews, knowledge, experiences, traditions, ceremonies, language, and cultural practices 
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that reimagine, redesign, and reclaim spaces within Western institutions. The Western 


academy diverges from a religious or faith-based language such as spirituality or cultural 


knowledge. However, interviews with Waaban graduates emphasize that spirituality and 


cultural knowledge are the essence of [W]holistic teaching and learning practices that 


humanize, decolonize, and Indigenize Western education. Indigenous spirituality moves away 


from the stereotypical, false and offensive representation portrayals through media such as 


the fantasy princess, Pocahontas, spirit horse, and avatar. Spirituality and cultural knowledge 


are integral to Indigenous identities because they form the roots of Indigenous worldviews, 


values, and ways of knowing and being. I propose that the importance of the connection to 


land, community, and healing can be a liberating form for any learner, including transforming 


and engaging in spiritual practices that are hands-on, valued, and centred in the teaching and 


learning spaces. This research is building bridges between Western and Indigenous paradigms 


in creating new communities for transformation as a form of resistance, resiliency, and 


resurgence. 


 


Kathleen Cherrington (Session 2b) 
 


From Margins to Mainstage: Prioritizing Sex Worker Voices in Academic Discourse 
 


This presentation explores the challenges and opportunities of organizing a Sex Work Studies 


conference within a liminal space between community and university. As a graduate student in 


the Critical Trafficking and Sex Work Studies Research Cluster, I have encountered significant 


funding cuts and the need to prioritize the voices of sex workers, who are often marginalized in 


academic discourse. This conference aims to bridge the gap between academia and 


community-based organizations, fostering a more inclusive and equitable dialogue.By centring 


the experiences and expertise of sex workers, we are working to challenge traditional power 


dynamics and create a space where their voices can be heard. This process involves navigating 


liminal borders between academic and community-based knowledge and between the 


personal and the political. Despite the challenges, this conference offers a unique opportunity 


to foster meaningful collaborations, promote social justice, and contribute to a more nuanced 


understanding of sex work. 


 


Danielle Christie (Session 2a) 
 


Nostalgia and Liminality 
 


This paper is guided by the questions: why is it that some liminal spaces, characterized by 


ambiguity, transition, and change, can evoke feelings of nostalgia? What are some potential 


lines of flight that are opened via grasping this intersection? To address these interrelated 


questions, the structure of my paper will be as follows: I will survey some of the hegemonic 


ways that nostalgia has been (mis)construed in the U.S. and Canadian contexts, and how these 


renderings have contributed to divisive and reactionary politics. Against this cultural backdrop, 


I respond by offering up some reparative ways to think about nostalgia that move beyond its 


limited theorization to contribute to personal and collective transformation. This paper draws 


its inspiration from a combination of written and visual texts, both of which will be employed 


during the presentation. 
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Samantha DeBoer & Senem Karaceper (Session 2b) 
 


Putting Values into Qualitative Practice: Authenticity, Relationship Building, and Social Justice 
 


In resisting the liminal space between academia and communities, we seek to understand how 


values emerge in the qualitative practices of researchers. This study draws upon fifteen semi-


structured interviews with qualitative researchers, conducted by graduate students in 


Sociology. The interviews asked researchers to reflect on the ‘surprises’ encountered 


throughout their qualitative research experience. In reading the interview transcripts, we were 


particularly drawn to the stories that reflect the researcher's values, attitudes, and beliefs. Our 


research question asks, In what practices do qualitative researchers express their values? To 


address this question, we employ a values coding method to reveal the values of authenticity, 


relationship building, and social justice. These values are found in the practices of unlearning 


biases and assumptions, fostering the collection of meaningful stories, and research 


dissemination for social change. We conclude that how researchers express their values in 


their practices is a reflexive process integral to engaging in participant-centered research. 


 


Shawn DeSouza-Coelho (Session 3a) 
 


kicked in the end: Witnessing the Labour of Leaving Home by Leaving the Stage  
 


In the summer of 2024, I toured an original theatrical production called "kicked in the end: a 


magic show" to the Winnipeg, Saskatoon, and Edmonton Fringe Festivals, festivals selected 


specifically because of the hegemonic whiteness of their theatrical artists and performance 


cultures. The production was both an expression of my life/career spent in Gloria Anzaldúa’s 


concept of the borderland, but also a borderland itself, a liminal space created for the explicit 


purpose of transitioning power from the centre to the periphery, if only briefly. Taking seriously 


Anzaldúa’s argument that “I had to leave home so I could find myself” (16), near the end of 


this show I leave the stage and never return. This paper is an account of what I heard from 


backstage across 20 performances as audiences laboured in liminality: their anxiety, joy, 


stubbornness, disapproval, etc. I am left wondering how we prepare ourselves and others to 


leave home. This question has great, unexplored implications for theatrical practice, which is 


designed to prepare bodies to occupy space in particular ways. 


 


N. Elida Detfurth (Session 3a) 
 


Disability and Homelessness: Looking beyond the Dominant ‘Culture’ to Discover the Liminal 


Spaces of the ‘Other’ 
 


Following anthropology ideas by Gupta and Ferguson (1992) regarding an exploration of the 


various ways to conceive space, place, and identity in the context of culture, and Anzaldúa 


(1987 and 1981) about erasing borders and building bridges “as one walks”, I examine notions 


of disability and homelessness as places of liminality to unsettle common cultural 


assumptions about these states of uncertainty and ‘otherness’, to define them as 


circumstantial liminal spaces. Gupta and Ferguson (1992) argue that what distinguishes 


societies, nations and cultures is established from a division of space that, in appearance, does 


not carry major problems because it assumes that these entities are situated on spaces that 


are ‘naturally’ discontinuous (6). Thus, the premise of discontinuity constitutes my starting 







 9 


point to theorize about contacts, conflicts, and contradictions between cultures and societies, 


focusing my analyses on the contexts of disability and homelessness as places and spaces of 


identity and liminality. 


 


Maryam Elshafei (Session 4b) 
 


Agency and the Perpetual Liminality of EAP Practitioners 
 


English for academic purposes (EAP) practitioners can be described as continuously occupying 


liminal spaces because of their employment precarity and marginal status in post-secondary 


institutions. Employment within EAP has been reported as being mostly limited to short-term 


and part-time contracts, affecting practitioners' employment and financial stability. This has 


also led practitioners to work multiple short-term and part-time contracts with different 


employers to make ends meet. At the same time, EAP may be viewed as a remedial service 


pushing practitioners into the margins of their institutions in space, funding, and prestige. 


Unsurprisingly, EAP practitioners’ professional and personal identities are affected by their 


constant state of liminality. The impact of precarity on language teachers and teaching has 


been underexplored in the literature. I want to understand how teachers navigate these liminal 


spaces and develop professional agency in shaping their employment and material conditions. 


Research ideas will be presented. 


 


Anika Forde (Session 1) 
 


Beyond Academia: Building Nurturing Spaces for Black Students through Black Feminist Praxis 
 


This autoethnographic reflection critically examines the re-creation of academic spaces 


through the lens of Black feminist theories of love and homeplace. In the quest to transform an 


alienating academic environment, my leadership within an academic community has been 


fundamentally shaped by the ethos of care, love, and intentionality. The concept of 


"homeplace," as articulated by bell hooks, guides our efforts to foster a space that is not 


merely about academic engagement but also about nurturing Black students' wellbeing and 


growth. This practice, often missing in traditional academic settings, involves regular personal 


check-ins, celebrating achievements together, and engaging in shared learning—creating a 


familial atmosphere that supports and empowers. This paper invites the audience to join me in 


discussion on the nuances of such a transformative approach, which advocates for an 


academic culture where Black students find more than knowledge—they find a community of 


resistance and belonging. 


 


Laura Grier (Session 1) 
 


Realms of Dene Aesthetics: Alter-Native Dene Soundscapes and Augmented Realities 
 


This paper outlines a research creation series of Dene digital augmented reality sound 


experiences that uses continually transformed and distorted Dene words to create new Dene 


love song soundscapes. This work aims to bridge Dene ways of knowing with digital worlding, 


language revitalization and research creation to exemplify Dene aesthetic theories. It is 


visually expressed by using syllabics, Dene Aesthetics, and augmented reality that allows user 
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interaction and experiences. They are Dene renderings of being that expands across alter-


Native realms of knowing using creative digital inquiry. 


 


Tim Hayslip (Session 4b) 
 


On the Unintentional Consequences of Purposeful Action 
 


At an abstract level, liminality spaces exist at the intersections of two or more categories 


where traditional boundaries dissolve. Traditional disciplinary boundaries exist in time. The 


intellectual specialization that follows their historical creation aids in the production of certain 


forms of knowledge but may obscure truths existing in liminal spaces. As the study of 


economics and the social sciences have become separated, classical political economy has 


come to occupy a liminal space. Accordingly, Adam Smith is increasingly lost to the social 


sciences even though he is perhaps the most famous early champion of the crucial insight that 


social development is caused by both the intentional and unintentional consequences of 


purposeful, thoughtful human action. This paper will connect this theme to the process Max 


Weber describes in The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism and C.W. Mills’ 


sociological imagination. 


 


Munjeera Jefford (Session 1) 
 


Developing Anti-Colonial Praxis in Music Education:  The Really Long Explanation Why Beyoncé 


Hasn’t Won Grammy Album of the Year…Yet! 
 


Colonialism set up racist systems, including but not limited to education, with institutional 


power that reproduces White supremacy despite anti-colonial resistance. Traditional music 


education reflects Eurocentric values with predominantly White male composers used in 


teaching materials creating racial and cultural gaps among students, texts, curricula, and 


assessments. This presentation shows possibilities for developing anti-colonial resistance in 


any subject using music education as an example of a neocolonial  institution with a global 


reach. Using Moll’s (1992) funds of knowledge (FKN) strategy as a form of anti-colonial 


resistance, I conducted research with three music teachers and eleven students in the Jane 


and Finch area to explore how racially diverse community knowledge can be incorporated into 


the classroom. Findings revealed that FKN is useful for developing teacher conscientização 


(Freire, 1970) and systemic support is influential in helping educators pivot away from 


Eurocentrism to develop anti-colonial praxis.   


 


Aaliya Khan & Fizza Mir (Session 3a) 
 


Liminalizing Space: How the Presence of Muslims and Arabs Resists and Transforms 


Depoliticized Space-Making 
 


On January 24, 2024, the Ontario Human Rights Commission expressed deep concern about 


the rise in Islamophobia in Canada (We Must All Call Out Islamophobia, 2024) during a time of 


increased activism (Milstead, 2023). Our proposed paper explores the ways in which the 


presence of people who experience anti-Muslim and anti-Arab racism transforms neutralized 


spaces into spaces of resistance and belonging. We discuss how spaces constructed as 


“apolitical” are thrust into liminal ones through the presence of Muslims and/or Arabs resulting  
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in a retaliatory culture that explicitly or inexplicitly punishes them through systemic violence 


manifested through physical harm, discrimination and spatial enclaving (Combating 


Islamophobia in Canada, 2024). The resistance of Muslims and/or Arabs challenges the 


Canadian nation-state with anti-colonial, anti-capitalist possibilities that transcend the 


limitations of liberal multiculturalism, offering new spatial possibilities of safety and belonging. 


By agitating the visual register of the Canadian subject, safety for racialized bodies who 


typically experience violence becomes an immediate and palpable possibility. This essay 


visually maps out the liminalization of “neutral” spaces by looking at case studies of activism, 


sports and academic spaces between 2020-2024. 


 
Evangeline Kroon (Session 4b) 
 


Liminal Parallels: Graduate Student Community to Create Pedagogies in the Digital Age 
 


This paper explores the dual liminality of the graduate student experience and the digital age 


and how graduate student community uniquely prepares graduate students for teaching 21st 


century literacies to undergraduates. Graduate students find themselves in a space that Grady 


et. al. (2014) calls “betwixt and between… neither fully students nor fully professionals,” and 


are navigating institutional situations with low levels of support and “often-unspoken 


expectations” (O’Regan, 2022). Similarly, the digital age is constantly in flux with updates to 


technology, the advent of online classrooms, and the ever-expanding boundaries of post-truth 


discourse; it is an ongoing project for academics to educate themselves and update their 


pedagogy. This paper will discuss how, within this milieu, graduate students take on this role, 


which results in learned knowledges that far exceed traditional means of updating pedagogy to 


keep up with changing times. These teaching methods have not been handed down to them by 


mentors within the institution, but instead have been co-created with peers, coming together 


for mutual support and aid in navigating the liminal space of digital pedagogies. 


 
Jennifer Kujath (Session 4a) 
 


From Liminal Identity to Liminal Experiences of Power/Privilege: Reframing Understandings of 


International Transracial Adoptees 
 


Perceived as non-white, but not quite – due to our performance of, proximity to, and 


identification with whiteness – international transracial adoptees (ITAs) are seen as sources 


and subjects of concern for doing ‘our’ difference wrong or, perhaps, appearing to not do 


difference at all. Read as illegible, dissonant, and unexpected, we are believed to embody a 


liminal identity. Arguing such understandings rely on and promote notions of race – 


perpetuating the (settler) colonial, capitalist, and border imperialist violence from which we 


are made – I reframe ITAs’ liminality in terms of experiences of power/privilege. Although 


made possible via racial dividing practices and logics, our existence threatens (but does not 


upend) them. We transgress the boundaries of privilege they attempt to assert, and are still 


subjected to and complicit in them. ITAs, our production, and experience assist in illuminating 


the relentlessness, yet tenuousness, of ‘race’ and the inequitable conditions it permits.  
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Sarah Marshall (Session 3b) 
 


Challenging Health Inequities: A Gradient Approach to Deservingness and Activism for 


Migrants with Precarious Status 
 


This research examines how health inequities faced by migrants with precarious immigration 


status are challenged through activist-led de-bordering efforts in Ontario. It particularly 


focuses on how legal implications tied to immigration status affect social service eligibility and 


perceptions of deservingness for healthcare services. The research explores how activists 


navigate healthcare access within liminal, bordered spaces where deservingness is contested. 


By moving beyond a binary view of deservingness, the research proposes a gradient approach 


to capture its complexities and varying impacts based on the dynamic and relational contexts 


of bordering processes. This approach highlights how stories about deservingness influence 


both activists’ work and migrants’ experiences in these liminal spaces. Using a gradient 


approach, I argue that activists’ encounters with stories of deservingness shape their efforts, 


interpretations of their work, and the challenges they face. 


 


Nava Messas-Waxman (Session 2a) 
 


Variations on Broken Lines: Notions of Liminality and Gesture in Contemporary Art Practice 
 


The paper explores practice-based research that examines notions of liminality and the 


transitional states of gestures expressed through dance and visual art forms. By articulating 


gestures, it reflects on the interrelations between gesture, body, emerging new media 


technologies, and the body as an archival site. I explore the aesthetics of liminality in gestures 


and consider creative methods of practice as a means to revisit the liminal, transformative, 


lived temporality of gestures through creative interventions with archives. Throughout this 


paper, I present theoretical grounding, performative liminality, and methodologies used in 


artistic practice. Notions of liminality in artistic practice and identity construction processes 


have been analyzed through various sources—in anthropology, ethnography, performance, and 


visual art. 


 


Vindra (Vanessa) Moonilal (Session 4a) 
 


Exploring the Present-Day Traces of Indentured Servitude for Indo-Caribbean Women in 


Canada 
 


This paper asks how having a family history including indentured servitude in Trinidad in 1834-


1917 influences the present-day diasporic and gender identity of Indo-Caribbean women 


living in Canada. The unequal sex ratio of South Asian women who were indentured from India 


to Trinidad empowered them to challenge their roles as docile wives. The act of leaving their 


husbands for another if mistreated spurred the re(action) of gender-based violence, 


exemplified by incidents of “wife murders” committed by husbands seeking to assert control 


over their wives’ perceived transgressions. Despite this conflict, it is key to note that constant 


renegotiations transpired within the domain of the home between husband and wife. Patricia 


Mohammed (1995) aims to “delineate another theoretical approach to writing gender into 


history” by examining the concept of “negotiation” at both the micro and macro levels (pp. 22 


& 29). Today, Indo-Caribbean women in Canada draw on the oral stories passed down from 
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their maternal ancestors, enabling them to navigate their gender identities as breadwinners 


within their Canadian households. 


 


Karl Petschke (Session 2a) 
 


Walking the Wayside: On-Foot Methods for Infrastructural Edge Spaces 
 


This paper explores walking methods' potential as a means of conducting critical 


environmental research at the margins of historic transportation corridors. Here, at the edge of 


the tracks or the side of the road, one encounters a distinctive sort of liminal space that marks 


the threshold between industrial and natural landscapes, between formal and informal 


lifeways, between bypassed histories and anticipated futures. Drawing complementary 


insights from romantic and modernist walking traditions, this research considers how 


alternative approaches to everyday mobility can help shed light on the complex set of 


sociocultural, infrastructural, and ecological processes shaping verge environments across 


time and space. In doing so, it offers lessons on how to build interdisciplinary bridges "as one 


walks," demonstrating how researchers in the natural sciences, social sciences, and 


humanities can come together to contest entrenched tendencies towards inertia and path 


dependency across both infrastructural and institutional domains. 


 


Evania Pietrangelo-Porco (Session 2b) 
 


Am I Ethical? The Paradoxes of Academic Activism 
 


“Am I ethical? The Paradoxes of Academic Activism” explores just that. I examine the benefits 


and pitfalls of academic activism through my recent activist experiences. While initially 


determined to keep the labels of activist and academic separate due to my perceptions of 


both, the last two years of working alongside sex workers have changed this. Whether taking 


part in charity fundraising, combating whorephobia online, or working collaboratively with 


others, I was unable to separate my historical training from what I did.  “Am I Ethical?” 


analyzes how I have utilized my skills as an academically trained historian in various activist 


spaces and reflects on the ethical nature of my approach versus those of the academy. In the 


process, I reveal the paradoxes of the label “academic activism” and divulge how (or if) issues 


surrounding best practices can be mitigated. I ask whether academic activism is truly possible 


under existing power structures. 


 


Elizaveta Poliakova (Session 3b) 
 


A Product of Its Time: Using Instapoetry as a Coping and Healing Mechanism   
 


Many traditional literary critics do not view Instapoetry as a legitimate form of poetry. For 


instance, Rebecca Watts (2018) mentions that “of all the literary forms, we might have 


predicted that poetry had the best chance of escaping social media’s dumbing effect; its 


project, after all, has typically been to rid language of cliché.” (14). On the contrary, genres 


tend to evolve and are not rigid entities. Instagram poetry, therefore, is a product of its time. 


The popular poetry subgenre covers taboo topics using accessible language. For my study, I 


interviewed three Instapoets, who described the important role of Instapoetry in their lives 


Themes covered in the work of the Instapoets ranged from abusive relationships to depression 
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to self-harm. The Instapoets actively linked writing Instapoetry to a therapeutic exercise that 


helped them express their emotions in a healthy way and heal. Instagram serves as a liminal 


space that invites individuals to share their personal stories; the space is both private and 


public. The platform provides a bridge for individuals to share their experiences and link them 


to others in the community, who have faced similar struggles. 


 


Erica Stocking (Session 3a) 
 


Delphi and I: Narrative Saves Us From the Void 
 


Delphi and I is an ongoing collaboration between myself and a life-sized cotton and plaster 


doll. My research-creation with Delphi considers the category of human as a liminal position 


and explores how the ambiguity in our relationship opens transformative possibilities for 


ethical engagement with non-human others. The research is rooted in my approach to 


sculpture as a space to depict and feel a dynamic and transformative position that is 


simultaneously inside/outside, certain/uncertain, finite/infinite, figure/ground. Drawing upon 


the history of dolls during the early 20th century as it relates to sexuality and gender, I reframe 


this history through radical Black Studies scholar Sylvia Wynter’s concept of ‘Human’ as bios 


mythoi, a genre of human that is narratively and biologically constituted, and I explore how the 


development of psychoanalysis as a discipline in the modern period is reflected in artistic 


engagement with life-sized dolls. 


 


Justin Taylor (Session 2b) 
 


Critical Pedagogy, Dialogue, & Liminality: Bridging the Gap Through Praxis 
 


Based on my MA thesis, this session will explore critical pedagogy (CP) by focusing on one of 


its core texts: Paolo Freire’s Pedagogy of the Oppressed (1970/2000). Freire’s philosophy has 


been adapted to education in various ways, but it must be acknowledged that it is not strictly 


an educational approach (López-Gopar, 2019; McLaren, 2020). Instead, it seeks to raise one’s 


individual consciousness of their role and situation in a social, political, and historical setting. 


We will briefly discuss how this setting is constructed and maintained from CP’s perspective, 


as well as how problem-posing can help us reveal and re-construct it. Central to this process is 


Freirean Dialogue, which creates a liminal space by merging action and reflection into what 


Freire calls Praxis. Praxis allows educators in diverse settings and roles to help themselves and 


their students create a bridge between personal experiences and broader societal structures 


and movements. 


 


James Thomas (Session 3b) 
 


Sub-Liminal Gender: The Psychosocial Politics of Cis-Gendering New Brunswick’s Kids  
 


There may be nothing more liminal than gender. If gender is only ever an imperfect and 


temporary psychosocial achievement, then it might invite constant neurotic attention to 


maintain our fantasies of identity coherence. This may explain why there is so much heat in the 


gender wars, especially when it comes to bathrooms, children, and education. This paper 


focuses on one battle in this war: the social media posts and emails sent to New Brunswick’s 


Premier and Education Minister in the months leading up to their review of the Education 
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Department’s gender identity policy. By poking fun at the few vocal conservative warriors who 


engaged in this backlash, this paper launches a counterattack, not within their discourse, but 


levelled against their discursive practices. This paper argues that we do not owe such warriors 


deference, and that we should not respectfully engage with them in ways that legitimate their 


positions. 


 


Anna Young (Session 2a) 
 


Acne Popping Media and the Liminal Experience of Abjection 
 


This paper considers 'popping media' (televised and internet-based discussions and depictions 


of the act of popping pimples and other related skin-centred activities) as a means to explore 


the relationship between embodiment, the abject, and liminality. The skin is an inherently 


liminal site, as the interface between self and world it is inside and outside, me and not-me, 


and always in a state of flux. Acne, positioned in socio-medical discourse as an affliction or 


disorder of the skin, reflects and enhances this liminal quality – it is a disruption of what is 


considered in Western culture as the crucial border zone between self and other. Media that 


explicitly deals with the expulsion of pus/sebum from acne occupies a similar liminal 


positionality, producing an affect of disgust/delight, and standing ambivalently between 


dominant discourses surrounding the body and abjection, and something more subversive and 


anti-hegemonic. 


 


 


 


 





