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The YCAR Update for 29 November 2023

Updates from recent YCAR events

We had a huge virtual crowd for our co-

presented book launch on Nov. 15. The 

Stories Around Us: Mental Health 

Narratives of South Asian Women 

featured the book’s editor Rana Khan, 

Namrta Mohan, psychotherapist, 

speaker and clinical supervisor, and 

Kripa Sekhar, Executive Director of the 

South Asian Women’s Centre. The event 

was co-presented by the Office of 

Women’s Health Research Chair in 

Mental Health (OWHC). YCAR Screenshot.

Visiting Graduate Associate Lijo Lal 

presented on his fieldwork on the 

experiences of Malayalee students in the 

GTA. Lal, a doctoral candidate in 

Sociology at the University of Kerala, is 

the recipient of a Mitacs fellowship that 

funded his visit and research on the 

adaptation of Malayalee Diaspora in 

Canada.

YCAR Photograph.

Kasia Paprocki (London School of 

Economics and Political Science) 

launched the Climate Dystopias in Asia 

lecture series on 22 November. Her talk 

focused on the politics of climate change 

adaptation in Bangladesh.  

YCAR Photograph.

The Korean Office for Research and 

Education (KORE) at YCAR was 

pleased to host the Canadian premiere 

of “Chosen,” with Joseph Juhn, the 

film’s director, in attendance. The 

discussion that followed the screening 

included award-winning Canadian 

filmmaker Min Sook Lee. 

YCAR Photograph.

Associates’ News and Publications

The Association for Consumer Research (ACR) announced YCAR Faculty Associate 

Russell Belk (Schulich School of Business) and Lena Cavusoglu (Pacific University) 

as the recipients of the 2023 ACR Film Award. Their film, “Face Value,” was selected as 

the winner out of the pool of films presented at ACR’s annual conference. “Face Value” 

features interviews with 19 individuals with facial differences from five continents, offering 

insights into their experiences navigating society and cultivating a distinctive sense of 

self-worth. The full story is available at this link. 

Faculty Associate Lucia Lo (Geography), co-editor | Special Issue: The Intellectual 

Migration Analytics: Moving between China and North America | Journal of Ethnic and 
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Migration Studies | Dr Lo authored four articles in this issue: 

“Introduction: The intellectual migration analytics”  

“Students on the move? Intellectual migration and international student mobility” 

“Intellectual capital and student mobility,” co-authored with YCAR alumna 

Guanglong Pang 

“International students in China: Regional distribution and macro-influencing 

factors” 

Dr Lo’s Intellectual Migration: The China-Canada-US Dynamics project is based at 

YCAR and funded by a SSHRC Insight Grant.  

Graduate Associate Htet Min Lwin (Humanities), co-author | "Operation 1027’: The End 

of the Beginning of Myanmar’s Spring Revolution" | The Diplomat

 

Faculty Associate Peter Vandergeest (Geography), co-author | “Migrant workers in Irish 

fisheries: exploring the contradictions through the lens of racial capitalism” | Global 

Social Challenges Journal | This article is an output of the YCAR-based Work at Sea 

project, funded by a SSHRC Insight Grant. 

 

Faculty Associate Qiang Zha (Education) | “Reimagining China-US University Relations: 

A Global ‘Ecosystem’ Perspective” | Studies in Higher Education  

 

Faculty Associate Qiang Zha (Education) | “Does International Publishing Still Matter for 

China’s Social Sciences Scholars?” | International Higher Education   

 

Faculty Associate Qiang Zha (Education), co-author | “Understanding Chinese 

Universities’ Strategic Response to the ‘Double First-class’ Policy and the Potential 

Outcome on Higher Education Diversity: An Exploratory Study” | Studies in Higher 

Education   

YCAR and YCAR-supported Events

Nov 30 | The Eyewitness: The Life and 

Times of Dr. Clement Williams at the 

Court of King Mindon in Mandalay, 

1861–1879 with Ron Graham | Burma 

Past and Present: Religion, Ethnicity and 

Power event | Hybrid 

Virtual Registration

Dec 1 | Philippine Studies Group 

Research Celebration | In person

Registration Link

Dec 1 | Launch of new Mad Studies 

publication | Film Screening and Q & A 

on Racialized Mental Health with 

directors Nesa Huda, Kagan Goh and 

Emmanuel Teji | In person

Registration Link
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Dec 14 | Women’s Agency in Armed 

Struggles in Myanmar’s Spring 

Revolution with Aye Lei Tun | Burma Past 

and Present: Religion, Ethnicity and 

Power event | Hybrid

Registration Link

Jan 19 | Studying Canadian Universities: The Case of 

International Students from Asia | Virtual
Registration Link

Opportunities

YCAR Professional Development Fund | Deadline: Jan. 29 

YCAR’s Professional Development Fund subsidizes relevant experiences for its 

Graduate Associates to present their scholarly or creative work. Amounts awarded will 

range from $50 to $500 with the expectation that they will be used in conjunction with 

other awards. The next deadline is Monday, 29 January 2023 by 16:00 EST for activities 

taking place six months before and six months after the deadline.

More Info

Graduate awards offered by the York Centre for Asian Research  

YCAR is accepting applications for awards for students whose research relates to Asia 

or Asian diasporas. Awards to support research, fieldwork travel and language 

training have a deadline of Monday, 05 February 2024 at 16:00 EST 

Albert C.W. Chan Foundation Award for Research in East or Southeast Asia (One 

award, value: $1,000)  

David Wurfel Award for Philippine Studies (One award, value: $1,500)—open to 

undergraduates  

Dr Sangdeok Woo and Mrs. Kwisoon Lim Woo Memorial Graduate Award (One 

award, value: $12,500)  

N. Sivalingam Award in Tamil Studies (One award, value: $2,000)  

The Nirvan Bhavan Graduate Fellowship for Research on India and the Indian 

Diaspora (One award, value: $6,500)  

Penny and John Van Esterik Award or Graduate Research on Southeast Asia (One 

award, value: $2,000)  

Vivienne Poy Asian Research Award (Number of awards and value: Based on 

applications submitted)  

Vivienne Poy Hakka Graduate Research Award (One award, value: $5,000)  

YCAR Language Award (Number of awards and value: Based on applications 

submitted)  

Young-Rahn Woo Memorial Graduate Award (One award, value: $12,500) 

More Info

Funded MA Study Opportunities at the University of Guelph | Deadline: Dec 21 

Research funding is available for four students as part of a two-year MA in Sociology or 

Public Issues in Anthropology (with the option of the collaborative Development Studies 

program) at the University of Guelph, beginning in Fall 2024, to undertake research on a 

topic related to: 

Racialized farmers particularly South Asian farmers in Canada  

International students’ experiences of gender-based violence in Canada 

Follow us on Social Media for more updates around YCAR!
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