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Minutes of 
the inaugural 

meeting of 
Senate

14 November 
1960



Current and past Chairs of Senate



More Chairs…



And more Chairs…



Senate’s 
Secretaries 1970s - 
present



Senate Celebrating York’s 50th Anniversary, March 2009



Marking the 500th meeting of Senate
19 June 2003





Deliberating Senate 
business



Momentous 
Senate 
decision-
moments

“the establishment of a Faculty of Administrative 
Studies and the establishment of a Division of 
Business Administration as the first component of the 
Faculty of Administrative Studies.”  31 May 1965

"the establishment of a Faculty of Law, on condition 
that the specific programmes and curricula of the 
Faculty be presented to the Senate for approval before 
teaching shall begin.   31 May 1965
“the establishment of a Faculty of Fine Arts; approved 
in final reading.” 
15 June 1966

“that Senate authorize the establishment of the degree 
of Master of Science, under the general regulations as 
those already adopted for the degree of Master of 
Arts.” 
22 October 1964



Momentous 
Senate 
decision-
moments

“approval of the York University Academic Plan 
as the first step in the ongoing planning process 
described in the document on Academic Planning 
at York University, approved by Senate in 1985.”
13 May 1986

"that there be established at Atkinson College a 
Department of Nursing". 
7 May 1991

“that Senate approve the establishment of 
University-wide teaching awards.”
11 September 1997

“that there be established at York University a 
School of Women’s Studies.”
11 December 1997



Momentous 
Senate 
decision-
moments

“approve in principle the removal of all 
unnecessary gender reference from official 
documents authorized by Senate, and that 
Senate refer this motion to the President’s Policy 
Committee… with a view to the implementation of 
gender free language in all University 
documents.”
24 January 1985

"that Senate approve the Policy for the Ethics 
Review Process for Research Involving Human 
Participants".
24 June 1993

“that Senate approve the Senate Policy on 
Organized Research Units".
22 March 2012 



Momentous 
Senate 
decision-
moments

“the establishment of one new Faculty (to be named) 
encompassing all of the units and programs currently 
housed in the Faculty of Arts and the Atkinson Faculty 
of Liberal and Professional Studies; and recommend 
that the Board of Governors establish the Faculty.”  
26 April 2007
“that Senate to express to SSHRC its support for 
universities to organize and host academic 
conferences free from government intervention; and 
confirming the principles of academic freedom must 
prevail with regard to all academic activities 
undertaken under the auspices of the university as 
also expressed by the President of the University, the 
Chair and Chair-designate of the Board of Governors.”  
[hortative] 18 June 2009

“the establishment of a Faculty of Engineering to be 
called the Lassonde School of Engineering.”
24 May 2012



Senate 
APPRC-
sponsored 
open forum 
on academic 
planning 
issues



Senate Celebrating Students



Celebrating 
faculty 
members’ 
scholarship



Celebrating Honorary degree recipients



Thank you, Senators!
On to the 800th meeting…
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